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j THE 

j- Second Book 

| - OF 

j Hermes Trifmegiftus. 


j CHAP. I. 

! 

1 ■ f 11 ' m'H Hou, flfclepfog, ferves 
i i in dead of a Sun un- 
I to me ; for God hajti 
brought thee to us, . 
that thou mighteft be prefenc 
with us in thy divine Difcourfe, 
being fuch which may feem 
worthy to carry a greater luftre 
of Piety and Religion, than all 
^ the works before done of us, or 
any gifts infpired by divine In- 
fpiration; which if underftand- 
ingly thou (h alt regard, thou 
(halt be richly filled with all 
A 2 good 
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good things thorowout thy 
whole Soul : If notwithftand- 
ing there be many good things, 
and not one general!, in Which 
all things are, for the one is per- 
ceived to conferit and agree 
with the other ; all thefe things 
belong to that One , and that 
One is All ; for the one fo co- 
heres to the other, that they can- 
not be feparated. Butin the fu- 
ture Difcourfe , by a diligent 
hearkening, thou /halt hilly 
know it. But thou , O Htcle* 
pfttfii, proceed a little, and call 
forth him which fhould be pre- 
fent; who entering, #fciepfcis 
alfo fuggefteth to be 

prefenr. faith > No 

Envie hindereth amnon from 
us ; for to his name we remem- 
ber many things to be written 
of us, as alfo to his loving and 
dearSon, many things of natu- 
rail Philofophy, and of many 

Out- 
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O'utlandifh and ftrange things : 
but this Tra&ate I will afcrlbe 
to your name, neither call any 
oth^r fave left * molt 

devout Difcourfe of fo weighty 
a matter fhould be violated by 
the intervention and prefence of 
many comers ; for it is an argu- 
ment of no honeft and religious 
heart, to publifh a Tra&aterc- 
plenifht withthefulneffeof the 
divine Majefty, to the view of 
every mans confcience. Holy 
JJmtton being now entered into 
a private clofet, fitted with the 
Religion of four men, and the 
Divine Prefence of God , in 
much reverence and fecrecie he 
begins thus to declare himlelf 
in the name of all the lectures 
to the confidences and fouls 
of them who are prepared to 
hear. 

o #fclepftis,the bM 
of every manis immortall, but 
A z not 
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not all alike; for there is a diffe- 
rence both in the time and man- 
ner. 

J&Cclep. No indeed, O %tlU 
Jtt Cgfttus , for every Soul is of 
one quality. 

%xlim. o #fdcf>{H0 , how 

quickly haft thou learnedly the 
very light of reafon ; for laid I 
not this , That all things are 
II one, and one all things? that 
1 all things were in the Creatour, 

* before he creared all things,- 
neither unworthily is hefaid to 
be All, whole parts are all 
things : therefore in this whole 
Di/courfe have a care to re- 
member him, who being One, 
is All, even the very Creatour 
of all things ; all things defcend 
from Heaven into the Earth, in- 
to the Water, and into the Air. 
The Fire onely, in that it is car- 
ried upward, is lively fubfervi- 
ent to that which defcends ; for 

whac- 
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j wh at foever defcends from above 

I \s generating , and whatfheygr 

i afeends upward is nouriftiing; 

f the earth alone abiding in- it: felf, 

is the receiver of all things, and 
the reftorer of all things (bere- 
ceiveth. In this the r fore wholly 
(as you faid) even al things>both 
the Soul and the World, are na- 
turally' moved and concluded. 

| So the various equality of every 
+ fhape being differenced^ hat the 
§>pcc(C0 of the qualities, by di- 
! ftanae, may be known* to be in- 
! finite, yet fo united to this, that 

the whole may leem one, and 
from that one, all to have their 
being ; wherefore the whole 
World are the four Elensents of 
which it is compounded, Fire, 
^ Water, Earth, Air; one World, 
one Soul, one God. Now be 
thou prefent with me, as much 

as thou ajt able i both in minde, 

•r and wifdbttr: for the reafon of 
I A 4 the 
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the Divinity which is to be 
known by the divine intention 
of the undemanding , is moft 
like unto a Torrent running 
with a violent and fwift flream 
from a high Rock, whereby it 
glides away from the under- 
ftanding of fuch, who are either 
Hearers or Dealers in it. 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

This firft Chapter teacheth , 
that aft things belong to one, and 
that aU things are one, of one, as 
FI from which aU things are , One- 
as all the effetts which in their 
caufeare one, as that every mans 
SohI is immortaft : bat yet after 
a different fort . &4tl things dc- 
feend from Heaven • that which 
defc endet h affords generation, that 
which afeendeth and goetk ttf* 
ward, giveth onely life, Thie 

thing 
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j thing to be one , of which all things 
\ are: and this which is all things 
l to move the world, and all the 
forms of which the world is com- 
( pounded y to wit, the Fire, the Air , 

j the Water, and the Earth . And 
as all bodies make one body of one 
world > fo it will have all the forms 
of things to make one uniform 
form of one world, which it $al~ 
leth the Form of the world', and 
f the fe are one Body, one Soul , one 

! World, one God • from whom Di- 
vine Under flan ding and the Word 
paffeth from above, with a fwift 
lightening downwards , like unto 
a fwift Torrent, which flows in- 
to, and fils all things , and this. 
Divine Wtj dot* and ihe Vffor At 
what is it {I pray) but the DM - 
# nity, or Divine F'ftfdom it felf % 
which is the (freatonr of a % 
things, which as the wife man 
& pngs, is the onely Mover of alt 
thngs, and which being one can 
A , M 
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do all things , and which abiding 
in it felf changeth all things. 
This is the jirfi fart , i 


CHAP. II. 

H Eaven therefore is the 
fenfible preferver of all 
thole bodies whofe encreafeand 
decreafe the Sun and Moon>haye 
as it were power of. But God 
who is the Creator of all things 
is the Govemour of Heaven, and 
of its Soul, and of all, things in 
the world. For from all the 
forefaid, things , of all which 
there is a GovernoUr, there 
is 1 a frequent influence carried 
through the world by nature it 
felf* and by the foul of every 
Genus and Species in it rfo: the 
world is prepared of God to be 
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a jecepta^le of every fort 
of Species or form; andfafoi- 
oning out nature by the forms y- 
hath brought the world by the 
four Elements even to Hfeaven. 
All the works of God whfch are 
pleafing to the eye , apdwhfleh 
hang Over 11 s are divided into 1 
Species, and in that manner I 
am now about to relate. The 
<©Stt0ra 5 or kinds, of all things 
fol ow their feprcfC0 for that the 
<02ttU0 is the totality , orfub- 
fiance of it,& the Specie* a part 
of ched^0tttts5 : wherefore there 
is a of good Spirits, and 

of ba%kVallQ of men • 
and 'like wife of Birds, and of all 
things which the world hath, it 
begets Species like to it felf? 
there is another <E&nU0 ot brute 
Beads wanting indeed under- 
(landing afld reafon, but yet not 
a foul or life , whereby it takes 
delight in Benefits, Sc pines and 

mournes 
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raournes away at injuries. I 
lay of all things which live*on 
the Earth by the prcfervation of 
Roots, and Plants, whole 
ttc& arc difperfcd throughout 
the whole Earth, the very Hea- 
ven it fclf is full of the Ma jetty 
of God, whofe ©£ttti0 inhabi- 
teth that place where all frpttU 
t& areimmortall; forth e&pe* 
tits is a part of thedBemi&as the 
Soul a pare of man being a point 
of neceflity to follow the qua- 
lity of it ©gmi0 from whence it 
proceeds, that albeit every ©g* 
H«0 or kind be immortail , 
yet every $tyec(e0 is not 
immortail • but the ©e* 
HUS of the godhead and the 
I *pecfe0 arc immortail > yet the 
kinds of other things whole 
eternity remaines in the ©aiu |g, 
albeit it dyes in the ftptcfe* is 
yet preferved by the fruitful- 
neffe of growing : therefore the 

£pecfe0 


[ J Hermes TrifmtgrfM* l * 

I $pet(e* are mortall as man is 
mortail, his foul itnmorcaUyec 
\ with every ©e!W0 theJ&ftXle* 
of every ©euu0 is mixed, iome 
which before were made , iome 
j made of thele ; but- all , jhefe 
which were made are either of 
God, of Angels, or of men; being 
all formes moft like unto their 
! kindes; for it is impoffible for 
! Bodies to be formed without 
1 the will of God ; &petl e 0 to be 
faihioned without the help of 
Spirits, ot brute Bcafts to be 
ordered or difeiplined without 
men. Whatsoever thereforeiil 
Spirits fwar ving from their kind 
are joyned into the form of any 
f3tped$0 of a divine ©£nu0 > 
ar$ by that Proximity and near- 
ly neffe accounted like unto Gods, 

* but the Stpecfe* of which Spi- 
nts,perfevering in the quality of 
4 their kind, and thefe loving the 

•• wiidomef man are called Spi- 
rits ; 

r 


IT 


1 2 The fecond Book of 

rits : there is allb the like 
tit* of men, but more large; tor 
the fbfttit# of mankind is of 
many Shapes , and full of vart^ 
ety,and coming from above from 
the aforefaid fellowfliip make$ 
aeon junction of necefltcy almoft 
with all other which 

refpe& it comes nearett to God; 
who with Divine worflhip hath 
joyned himfelf unto God, eveft 
in that holineffe he requires -' 
and they come neareft to ill 
Spirits, who joyhe themfelves 
to them; and thofe men who a rt 
contented with a mediocrity in 
their ©0tni0, fhall be like thofe 
they referable and 
joyne themfelves to. 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

\ ■ * j - ' - i 

The Second Chaffer for the bet- 
ter mderflanding of what is and 

fhall 


Hermes Trifmegifius. fjj 
[, ballbefaid , intimateth thatUti- 
curius doth ttfe the word Animal 
In a far other fignification then we 
have accuftomed , as alfo the 
wordhmmz. For oat of thi [Se- 
cond Dialogue of V imind» fle 
define th the Sod by motton; iekere- 
fere whatfoever hath a moving 
faculty h the obfervanceof hu 
fheecb. hath Animam ajout , 
whatfoever hath Sou! and Bodftf 
Animal. The Heaven therffori 
is an Animal , fo MfW* thi 
world , Plants, and the Elements. 
But it is our cujbome only to call 
that an Animal, which ts a hvin^ 
Creature , and hath fenfe ', Anima 
we define -not only by motion but by 
Life , Senfe , Voluntary motion , and 
Under [landing. Therefore when we 

hear of the word Animal let m 
take h in hr, fenfe, and ne t tn our 
own. But now to the Dialogue ; 
he comtareth Heaven and Hea- 
venly bodies to other fenfiblethmgs 
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as a man to other Creatures * but 
Jet man with other Creatures at 
a reafonabie Soul 9 and Hea- 
ven with other fenfible things as 
a fenfible preferver. But that 
god is the Ruler & Governor of all 
thingst which arc In the world y is 
nothing elfefrut tha?God provldeth 
for a U t htngs , dlfpenfeth all things 
in their kinds and Species, of ail 
which the World is the receptacle , 
and God imparteth to every one as 
to a ft infirument feme gift or 
propriety • as the Sun and Moon 
are the Divine Organs for the 
Springing and growing of things , 
and for their encreafe , and de- 
crease , and difpofeth of men by 
Angels, and of brutes by men , 
But what he jfeakj of fpirits , that 
Species cannot be formed without 
their help , and that certain have 
cleaved to a divine Genus, and 
tn near nef sand converfation have 
been accounted like unto gods , and 

certain 
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certain in the quality of their Ge* 
nus to have per fevered Lovers of 
the wifdom of men . Vffe kfiow 7 
out of the facrcdlScriptures , that 
thofe Angels which kept not their * 
fir ft State , but left their habita- 
tion , were referved in everlafitng 
chains , under darknefs unto the 
judgment of the great day : for al- 
beit they counterfeit them] elves to 
be Lovers of men 9 yet they love 
them not , but draw them to the 
fame damnation which they them- 
f elves have had from the Begin - 
ning* They counterfeited even to 
love , when they brought death ‘Up- 
on all men, faying , Ye frail not 
die , but frail be as Gods knowing 

f ood and evil : what therefore he 
ere fpeaketh of Angels or Spirits , 
cannot freme fitly to be apply ed to 
any divine knowledge , but to imi- 
tate the error of the Gentiles^ but 
what he fpeakj of men are thofe 
which cleave unto God and grow 

religtous 9 
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religious - but thofe which joyn 
themfelves unto evil Spirits we 
confejfetobc thofe which fall be 
received into the Company of I>e~ 
vils, find Jhall be joy tied unto the 
evil Angels which jhall be referv- 
ed f j as hath been f aid j iu eternal 
chawes under darkneffe unto -the 
great day; for we knew it pronoun- 
ced out of Gods mouth what he wiU 
fay to them on the left hand in the 
of Judgment^ , Depart from 
me ye curled into ererblling 
fire, prepared for the Devili., 
and his angels . and who are 
thofe , but thofe who are joyned unto 
them , and love the works $f dark r 
nejfetn this life} Thus much for 
the Second Chapter, 
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CHAP. HI. 


I N this regard > O Jtfcltphli * 
Man is a great miracle, a Crea- 
ture both to be reverenced and 
honored being after the nature & 
Image of God, as though he were 
a God. This the Angels know , 
for as much as they were created 
after the fame nature, but dif- 
dained part of the humane Na- 
ture, & relied only on the Divine 
Nature. O therefore, the more 
temperate the Nature of mart iS, 
and comes neareft to God and to 
the divinity, the more he de.pif- 
eth that part of his, whereby he 
becomes earthly $ *1! other 
things below ? with whom he 
D mutt 
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muft needs be, he knoweth 
with a Heavenly difpofition,and 
are near unto him in way of 
Charity « yet his defires are in 
heaven :fo therefore he is happily 
placed in the middeft, that what 
things are here below him he 
loveth, and is himfelf beloved 
of thofe things above. He 
inhabiteth the earth , and by his 
agility is mixed with the Ele- 
ments , yet by the ftiarpnelfe of 
his undemanding he diveth in- 
to the depths of the all 
things appear manifeft to him 
neither do the Heavens feem to 
be above his reach, but as it were 
near by the quicknelTe of his 
Spirit; no obfeurity or darknefle 
of Air j can difturbe his fan- 
rafie, ho thicknefleof ground 
can hinder his endeavour , nor 
depth of water hinder his eye- 
fight . aU things are the fame 
with him, even all creatures 

whether 
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whether they tftke root front 
above or below. Things with- 
out life , grow upwards from 
one root into woods andbujh- 
es ; fome are nourifhed with 
two Elements, fome with one; 
the food is for two parts, the Life 
and thp Body, of which the »Hl« 
mal confifteth. The foul ox 
the World is alwaics nourished 
by a continual! and reftles agita- 
tion. Corporeall things enercafe 
and are norriihed by fuch 
things which the water and 
earth affordeth. The Spirit > 

! of which all things arefull, is 

mixt with all things, quickens . 
and inlivens all things, adding 
fenfe unto the undemanding 
of man, which fifth part by Di- 
vine Infpiration is only gran- 
ted to man^and which not to be 
feen in any other Creatures doth ^ 
beautifie advance and lift up the 
understanding of manto the 

knowledge 

i 
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knowledge of divine myfterieS; 
but for thac I am putin minde 
to Ipeak of the underftanding, 
I will hereafter expound the 
reafon of it unto you ; for ic is 
moft holy, excellent, and no lefle 
, ” ^ ist which belongs to the 
Divinity it felf: but now I will 
difpatch what I began ; for I faid 
in the beginning , that in the 
nearnefle and conjunction of 
the Deity onely, men enjoy the 
favour of God : for whofoever 
have attained to To much feli- 
city, that they perceive that Di- 
vine Senfe oi Undemanding, 
they are neareft unto the Divi- 
»ity and Wifdom of God, 
which men onely partake of. 

there is not a like underftand- 
mg of all men. 

ffirffitn o 3fcUpfti0, All 
men have not attained that true 
Underftanding, but apprehend- 
ing 
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ing fome falfe fantafie, and thac 
without any true reafori, out o£ 
a rafti opinion, are meerly de- 
ceived , which begets wicked- 
neffe in the minde, and trans- 
forms the beft man into the na-* 
ture and likenefle of a beaft. But 
of the Underftanding and the 
like, when I come to fpeak of 
I the Spirit, I will give you the 
I full reafon ; for man is only of 
! two parts : the one part iimple, 
i which the Grecians, call 

or which we call the Image of 
God ; but the other fourfold, 
which the Giaecians call k^^kIv, 
and we the earthly fubftance, or 
pourtraiture, being Ihe body, in 
I which is inclofed that which we 
| have affirmed to be the. divine 
0 part of man, which is his Soul. 
In which the pure Divinity of 
the Soul, with the fenfe and feel- 
ing of a clear confcience, refteth 
f at peace within it felf, as within 
| a Caftleof Defence, The 
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/ The 

I COMMENTARY. 

. rh “ thir i Chapter extetteth 

the dignity of man, „ h , ch tf)e 
tAuthour of ft great benefits is 
chtefly to be acknowledged, and 

£LT r b l fra W *” J/ *»ded, 
”ho hath honoured man with 

fuch excellent gifts . f or M he 

Z ZI^l^T " made > th *‘ he 

”>‘£ht be l, kf „„ t o Angels, ac- 

* h ‘ m L h ° thta h > «** 

that they are born with him , 
whom he hath to be his Guardians 
*»d Prefervers , even from the 
fir ft beginning of his nativity, con. 
Jifting of a nature near unto Im. 
morta hty, marked with the cha- 

funded of amort all andimmor - 

’ ‘* rtill y and fapernaturatl 
part: but whofoareth after di- 
vine things, dofinfeth and under- 

values 
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values theft earthly hath bis*jji< 
fiance in immortall and heavenly 
things , Looks u f and Jighs after 
Heaven , knowing that tobe.tbti 
place of the better partofhim,&of 
neerefl affinity to his Soul : never-, 
theleffc , he is placed here in the* 
middeft of the world , tying other 
things here below unto him , with 
whom (by Divine Ordinance ) he 
knows he muft needs be tn the 
bond of love and charity Roving ft 
theft earthly things, that he may bA 
loved of heavenly. He inhabit eth 
the earth by his agility, is mixed 
with the element s,& by the jhdrf^ 
neffe of his underftanding aer, 
fc ends into the demj^tU thing* 
are mantfeft to himQtm Heaven* 
feem not to be above his reach*, for 
that by the quickpeffc of his Spi- 
rit he perceives them to be (as it 
were) neer unto him, The dark- 
neffe of the air can neither con- 
found the intention of his minde y 
B ne* 
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the thickgtffe of the earth 
hinder his endeavour^ or the depth 
of the water sob feme his eyt-fighty 
and above all creature s y God hath 
beautified) advanced, and lifted up 
the under ft anding of ma») to par - 
take of Divine Knowledge *the un~ 
der standing being ontly the cele- 
fiiall and immortall fart , and 
challenger ha Divine £ fence, and 
feme men have attained to thisDi- 
'Vtr.t Knowledge, and therein are> ! 

bearing always a zealous : 
and religions rnmde towards Cod, I 
Othert content themfelves sncly 
wtrh a ficadow of Divine Know- 
ledge, rohichrebo foMoweth, er- 

WtT 4 ]^ thh 

»»lt*fa]^mef godl,»efe, be- 
gotmh mcktdneffe. in their mindes 
whfch ar « fa. deceived) and tranf- * 
forms a mans (though by nature 
oycreatme good y and divine) into 
the iikcngffe and condition ^ of a 
(realty .. A J » 

CHAP/ 
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CHAP. IV . 

A &tUp. Why then,0 %tlU 
megfttu*> muft man have 
his abode in the world, and not 
molt happily live in that part 
where God is? 

SLttfm. Thou rightly enquit 

reft, #ftlepfcw: For we alfo 
befeech God, that he will ena* 
ble us to give the reafon ; for 
feeing all things depend on hi$ 
will, then even thofe alio which 
are moft mylterious ^ the reafon 
of which we endeavour to un- 
fold, by our prefent difeourfe.* 
Hear therefore, O jSftUptefll 
The Lord who is the Creatour 
of all things, whom we truly 
call God, made the world firft* 
which might be perceived and 
feen : but yet I affirm it to have 
B a no 
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nofenfe. For of this, whether 
it hath or no, I will declare an- 
ocher time • but fothat it may 
be leen .of all. Becaufe there- 
fore he made this firtt , and that 

the work feemed fair and good ! 

unto him, as moftfull of :he va- 
riety of good things, he loved it 
is a part of his Divinity and 
Power j and therefore, becaufe 
it was of fuch excel lencie and I 
goodnefle, he would have Man j 
made, that he might behold the ! 
works he had thus made, and l 
likewife imitate his Wifdom I 
and Providence • for the will of 
God is the chiefeft perfeifion, 
ia that he fulfilled both his will 
and his deed, in one and the ! 
feme. moment of time. When 
therforeGod perceived that*thac ► 
image of his (the Soul) could j 
not be fttidiousrof all things, un- i 
leffe he fhould cloath it with an j 
earthly covering, he builded for r 

k j 
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tt this houle of clay, confound- 
ing and mixing both parts ink 
to one, as much as each body 
fbould be capable t Wherefore 
he made Man of an immortail 
Soul, and morcall Body,that be- 
ing a Creature thus compefed* 
he might fatisfie both ends» 
which was, to be in admiratioh 
of Heaven and to pray for fpfr 
rituall and heavenly things, and 
to inhabit, and , govern theft 
earthly things below' : and! dp 

not onely avouch the Earth and 

the Water to be mortall things, 
which two (out of the foupEle- 
ments) Nature hath fubje&ed 
to the ufeof man ; but atfoth'er 
things whatfbever belonging t© 
man, as tillage, paftorage, build** 
ings, ports, (hipping, navigation, 
traffique, & merchandife, which 
is the Uronged bond of humane 
Society: And there is a parr of 
the world which is Water and 
B 3 Earth, 
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Earth th at which is the Earthlv 
part of the world is preferred 
tor the knowledge and ufe of 

whirl rvi < ^ C 'P , * ne without 
which God would riot have the 

world tobe perfit, forneceffity 

lolloweth thepleafure of God; 

Jndthe effeils follow his will . 

% r J C ,\ s credible that God 

ftould be difpleafed with his 

own will for he knew longb e . 

oefore what would be, and 

what would pleafe him. 

The 

COMMENTARY. j 

Jvef u flame, and alio whj he ! 

mtn*U ’’IT ^ ' ,at " nt * 

Sir* 4 5 why f 
** l*dwh,ch he created after hi S 

**» Image and lHeeneffe,he fntm f 

a i 
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a cohort *11 and earth/ clo fare ; 
and that the-w ill of God is the chief 
perfection of things, which neccjfi- 
tj follows , andMelt the mejfity 
for God fnl filled both his will, and 
his deed in-otie’axdtiie .faerie m- 
menroftme. ThathecadethLt%e 
world) thefecona Deity, is its much 
tU if you fbmtld call a fecond 'duetts 
and unity •, for two is one and one 
twoy btk one is abf stately one, vat 
two not dSfolately one bat hj par- 
ticipation and contraftivn one> arid 
theduityJne. So there* is one ok* 
fihitcft Gcd, dmt the horid ii riot 
God , bat God by participation s 
being the very ftamp of -all ft flfblc 
and deleft able things a ■ *fh»S) tfer 
thefontihpartof At'clepiu^ ! ^ 

* r* •* At ■ •* * 
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B %%*»**> lobferve 
chat thou doli carneflly de- 

ft re to hea/e, how a man may 
come to enjoy that muficaJi 

tormony and diYine Wor/hip, 

which belongs to heaven 

Wherefore fiea^O^S; 

*£“f “ft 0 ” 6 % UCDC aficmblie 
amongft men forthisfervice of 
Cod j and this no other Greir 
* urc can perform but man 

fcd^and F “l If onL y P >«*- 
«d and aelighced that man 

ftould extoll his admired work , 

^Faifosoftha^g;^ 

wfom , and perform fuch vvor- 
J lp and fervice as belongs to 

fer°h y m r- Ne!th « S 

tK di' CaV ?- 7 ; §r f ccs utnv °r- 

hilyde/cend into the congrega- 
tions 
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tions of men > left that this 
earthly World fhould fecme un-: 
beautihed in refpe6\ of the want 
of this heavenly and fweet Mu- 
fick ; but rather that his name 
who is the Father of all things, 
might be celebrated with the 
well tuned voices > and comely 
praifcs of men. So that neither 
in heaven nor earth this Tweet 
Harmony of thankfgiving might 
ceafe, for there are forxie men 
( though few in number ) th^t 
are indued with fo divine 
and. holy a fpirit, that their care 
is only to pleafe, reverence, aftd 
ferve the Lord: but whbfo ever 
througlt the confufion of bpth 
natures , the flefh prevail ihg> 
have darkned their fpirituaU tih- 
demanding, they are fo mu<;h 
oiven over to their own lults> 
and are only intent upon tbefe 
©upward and lower things# 
Therefore a man is not to be 
B y eftcemed 
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efteeraedche weaker in refpeft 
that he is in part mortal!, but 
peradvenrure thereby he may 
ieemthe more fitly and effeftu- 
alley competed to encreafe in 
full knowledge and undemand- 
ing, to wit, becaafe unleffe he , 
bad been made of both natures 
he could not have fudeined 
both , therefore was he framed 
of both that he might have bothi 
ah earthly and oavine choice. 

I delire thee O Mttltpiug , not ! 
only to harken unto the reafon 
©f this traftite ; but alfo to en- 
tertain it with much, Zeal & fer- 
vency of Spirit. For the reafon 
to many is incredible*, but to 
devouter mmdes it feemes true 
and good; wherefore from t 
hence t will begin. * 
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The 

COMMENTARY. 

J ; ' 

This fifth Gbdptcr fett fifth 
Ifoftfo&t Mh fick.gr anted tom*** 
jo Jet forth the praijes of Godfibkh 
tpe kfionv the prophet did wcH ceti~ 
cciv€) who being fall ofthefpiritof 
GoA } commanded tofing pfalmct 
unto the Lolrd with a load » voice * 
and in the nfjtmhlies topraife the 
Lord , upon thr Cjmhtlsy Uppii 
the Lf*e, Harp , And Organs yfor 
this is the cbief end bcth offinging 
and Maficks. The Letter M m 
jifelf conf}ic*c**. i l 



CHAP. VI. 


T He Lord of etcenity is fitfc 
God, fecondiy th£ World* 
and thirdly Man. The mater 

of 
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of the World is God, and all 
things therein governing all 
things with naan whom he hath 
appointed TOcegetettt or go- 
vernor, whom he hath made^p’ro- 
perly co cake the Charge o i his, 
whole work , -that both he and 
the world might be an Orna- 
ment of praile unco himfelf > 
that by this divine compohtion 
ot mart, the world in Greek 
might be the more truly called 
that is, ah Order or Or- 
nament;, For he knew himfelf, 
and knevTv|he world wit that 
^emembrih^ ; wb$t refem- 
blange it had .with his p.vrt$, 
what was for his ufe, and what 
for his fervice, He might -k- 
hour to give prai'e and great 
thankes unto/God and to hon- 
our his Image ; being not Igno- 
rant , that he wkshmade alfo 
after the Image ,of God, of 
Which there are tWo Images, co 




• - ;• ■ 
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«k the world and maniwhereby 
H comech to paffe, that for as 
much as there isbut one)°Vrung 
together on that part, he co ^ 
fills of fottl and fenfe, and 
r it and undemanding he is or 

E and thereby rnay feem? 

l0 afeendup • into heater, b« 

on his earthly part which con 

1 "; 

on the things below and fwal 
lowed up of Nature; for fo man 
is partlydivimo partly mor* 

tall: abiding id onebody,but he 
ivathamealure ot each. _ , 

•■(jsKtiS&Sa) 

lufttull defires and unlawful 
toncupilcence, afiltted w [h a 
manner of virtues, tor all mch 
things arc contralto the Sou^ 


3 6 The fecond B©ok of 
and Spiricuall underftandinju. 
which are pofleffedwith a cotta? 
ral, andearthlpde/irel which are 
well called by the name of goods 
or poffeflions, in that they are 
not born with us but afterwards 
* r . e Piaffed of a» , wherefore 
all things of this kind are differ- 
ing from man that we may even 
tlcipife the body, and thofe 
things which we greedily cover, 
or any vice or wickednefle 
which we lufifully defire , tor 
ii J. 0 f « ?»he is ledbyreafon: fo 
* , ? e 13 a man ; that concern- 

plating of the divinity , he may 
contemn and defpile that part of 
his, which is mortal!, but only 
fo fat as neceflity compells for 
prefervation of the foul. For, 
that man may be mofl perfeft in 
either, pm, oblerte him in each, 
to be formed of four Fo- 
ments, or principall pates with 
two hands and two feet, and 
other members of his body, with 

which 
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which he may do fttvice to this 
lower or earthly world, but 

with his other four parts, to wit,. 

his nnderllanding, ionl, momoj* 
ry, and providence, he kareneth 
and looketb into all divine 
caufes and things, from whence 
it happens that man with a 
Reifies fcarc'n enquires mo the 

diverfities, qualities, andeffetts 
of things. But being brndred 
by the weight , and too ,mucR 
imperfeaiott of his body , ht 
cannot properly foreiee the true 
mturall caufes of things. This 
man therefore, fo framed and 

fafhioned, and that for J** * 
miniaery & fervice commanded 
of the great God, as m decently 

- ove i ni ^_ u:f /SwL 1’ worthih! 


©fGefd> what giit doit inmv 
think he (hall be recompenied 
with? for feeing that this worfd 
U the work of God , and man. 
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by his labour and induftry pre- 
lerfeth and encreafech che beau- 
ty of it, joyneth his labour with 
the will ot God, when by rhe 
help of bis body, and by daily 
paincs and care he adorncth 
that and forme, which 

by divine vvildora he fird crea- 
ted,but with thatwith which our 
parents were rewarded } with 
which alfo chat we- may be 
rewarded if it may feem 
good to his wifdome , we do 
mod earned !y pray and defire, 
that he will releaie and free us 
out of this worldly prifon, deli- 
v^f us from xhefc earthl y bonds, 
and redore us, like unto the 
divine nature, pure and holy. 

Thou faied thevery truth, 
O ffirtf mzi&tm, for this is their 
reward who ii ve pioufly towards 
' C ; 7 od > faithfudy to the 
World ; but rothem that live 
•cherwile and wickedly , both 

a 
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a paffage is denied them into 
heaven , and a fearfull change 
into other flhap^s, unbefeeming 
a ri°hteous ioul. But to pro- 
ceed O ffirifmegtttua, fundry 
foules under the hope of future 
eternity are much indangered 
in this world, which feemes to 
fome Incredible, to fome Fa- 
bulous and to others Ridicu- 
lous; for the fruit which is reap- 
ded by worldly poffdfions iii 
this temporall life, fjeemeth to 
be a very fweet thing w herefore 
it obliquely holdeth the foul > 
that it cleaveth too much on 
that part of it which is mortall * 
neither fuffers it to take notice 
of the divine part v envy hating 
immortallity : for I will, as? it 
were by foreknowledge tell you* 
that none after us mail have 
fimple eleaion, which is true 
Philofophy *, being a frequent 
beholding; a holy worfhip and 

knowledge 
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knowledges Of the divinity, for 
many do confound it after a di- 
vers manner- how therefore do 
many men corrupt this in- 
comprchenffole Philofophy, or 
diverfly confound it. 

ffirffm. o Mfclepiag, in this 
aranner mixing it by Tuttle de- 
vices tnto divers diiciplines not 
comprehenfible,, Arithmetic k 

VhtiZc Gcomerrife, but pure 
Philofophy, and that bnly 

hanging upon divine relkion, 
ought to apply it felf Wholly to 
the red, that it may admirfc she 
coutfe ot the Starrs and Planets, 

their appointed ftations , and 
iheir Commutations ahd 
changes to confift of numbers ; 
but the dimenfions, qualities, 
and quantities of the earth, the 
depth of the Sea, the Vert ue of 
hre, and the efFeds of all thefe, 
Wedguo nature that k 
tnay admire, adore, and praile 
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art and an excellent undemand- 
ing. But to know Mufick is no- 
thin* die then to knoivtheOrder 
. of all things, which pertakes of 
divine wildome; for an order ot 
all things artificially pitched up- 
on one generall,wiUmake in di- 
vine Melodie a certain fweet 
founding and molt true Harme- 

^attlef. What then lhall be- 
comeof men after us. 

JCjttm. They IKall be decei- 
ved by the Subtlty of Sophiftera, 
and turned away frompure and 
divine Phitofophy; for out of 
a pure mind and foul, to 
worihip God, to honour hun 
in his works, and to givethankcs 

unto him for his witl, which is 

only full ot goodneffe , this is 
Philofophie violated or cor- 
rupted by no foolilh or unlcalo- 
nable curiolity of the mindejand 
cfchefe,thusfar. _ 
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The 

COMMENTARY, 

This jixth Chapter difeoarfeth 
that God u the fir ft God abfolate- 
lj > the World the fee and, mabfo- 
lately ^ hut by participation God , 
as wkichis the firfi Image of an 
abfolutely deity ; man , the third 
God by participation of the divini- 
ty j and the fecond Image of God • 
bat God is not an Image, bat the 
truth of all Image s, that man may 
afeend ap into hea ven by his foal, 
by his understanding, by his fpirit , 
by his reafofias it were by the Supe- 
rior Elements, But wherein he 
' ** tnade of fire, of , air, of water , and 
earth, he is fabjeft to death , and to 
dote upon all worldly things, de- 
prived of that divine part . That 
the me a fare after which a man 
' 0H ght to hve, is religion which 
go odnejfe follows, and which feems 

to 


J Hermes Trifmegijlu^ 43. 
f0 he per fit, when being armed 
with Fertile it defpifefhjbe co- 
veting of other mens goods or any - 
thing hurtfull to it, as poffejjions, 
the body it felf,and all thofe things 
we lafi after, even the very fen fe of 
appetite . For fo far he ought to 

be called a man, whiles that this 
opinion is led only byreafon , and 
that in contemplation of the divini- 
ty he contemneth and defpifeth that 
^ part of him which is mortall * 
more then may ferve for the pre - 
fervation of his life* 

Alclepius divmeth that of the 
ftfcceedwg i/Fgyptians, that there 
i fhall be none after them to attain to 
the pare Philosophy of the knowledge 
of God. Now Hermes asketh,to 
what end man ought to learn the 
1^ dimenjions of the earth , that is 
Geometry , the qualities, quanti- 
ties, the depth of the Sea, and the 
nature of fire, and the effects of afi 
* ' thefe ■> that is the llniverf all Phi- 

lafophy, 
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lofyty v f numbers, celefiaff. 
globes, and natural! things, ctr- 

Tty ". * dmir '> adore, and 
P> «f, the An, excellent Invention 
™dmrkpe*„ 0 f aU t hefe for this is 
pure Philo j op hy and only depending- 

»md,v,nereli £ ion.this is Muficg 

>?£V"V' tB km> theor- 
derof all things, which aU divini- 
tjtfartakith of, and which artifi- 

2v7 f} tched t '*?<>» one generally 
m . wa^? in dtvine melody, a cer- 
tain-well tun'd and mojl fweet har- 
mony and that is Philof of hy, which 
>t corrupted by no unfit curl oft, ty of 
themmde, which with a. pure foul 
a ” d . »«* ddoth worjhip the ditty, 
and honour- hit works, as alfo to. 
give thank, < for the will of God, 

Wh 'c h ,s [° f"d of goodnefe, and 
confirmeth the Prophecy o/Afc!c- 
pms. This is thefixth part it i- 

ott± * 


CHAP, 


Hermes Trlf neg ijfus. 45 


CHAP. VII. 

O FaSpirir, 2nd fuch like, I 
will now begin. There 
was ©oil, and ijj^l t, which in 
Greek hgnifieth the world, and 
the Spirit was in the world; but 
not as with Gbd, neither are 
thofe things God, of which the 
world is, wherefore they were 
not, when they were not crea- 
ted ; but even then they were 
in that, from whence they had 
their being. For tho r e things 
are not onely laid to be, /which 
are not yet created, f but thofe 
alfo which have not a fruitful- 
neffe in generating ; fothat no- 
thing can be produced and ge- 
nerated of them. Whatsoever 
things therefore have in them a 
nature of conceiving, thofe art 

things 
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things apt to ingender, which 
may be created o t ch'efe, albeit 
theyingender, or are created of 
themlelves ; wherefore God e- 
verIaaing,God eternali, neither 
is, or could be begotten ;he both 
is, hath been, and ever fhall be. 
This is that therefore which in 
it fe If is the whole nature of 
God 

But the nature of the world, 
and of the Spirit, albeit they 
feem to be created from the be- 
ginning ; yet they have in them- 
lel ves a venue of begetting and 
procreation, as alfo fruitfulnefle- 
fora beginning is in the quality 
of the nature , which contains 
in it fe If a quality, and na- 
ture of conception and birth. 
This is therefore onely vene- 
rable , or eafie to be in°en* 
dered without the concepti- 
on of another; but that which 
hath in it onely the vertue of 

concei- 
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conceiving, is by th e mixture of 
another nature. So they are to 
be^difcerned, that this place ot 
the world may not feem to be 
created with thofe things which 
are in themfeives, as which hath 
in it felf the power of wholeNa- 
ture. I call it a place in which 
are all things ; for neither could 
all thefe things be , if a place 
were wanting which might con- 
tain all things ; for a place was 
to be provided for all things that 
were ; for neither the quanti- 
ties, nor qualities, nor (ituati- 
ons, or e£fects, can be known of 
things which are not : cherefore- 
the world, albeit it be not fo, 
created, yet it contains in it felf 
the nature of ail things, as which 
giveth (in all things) rich and 
fruitfuli matter to conceive?. 
This is therfore that whole qua-* . 
Iky & matter which maybe crea- 
C ted, 
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ted, albeit it be not created: 
For as Nature is a frnicfiiit 
matter of quality, fo the fame 
is as ’fruitful 1 in malignity. Nei- 
ther have I faid > . O $Lh\tpitW 
and jamnotT , which is laid of 
;mny, whether God could vvea- 
] en and turn away evil from the 
mure of things? To which we j 
' iifwer not at all $ yet for your j 
*akes I will profecute what I be- f 
and give a reafon : For they 
affirm, that God ought all man- \ 
ncr of wa yes to have freed the \ 
World from wickedneffe • for he | 
isTo in the world, as though he 
feerns tote a member, or part 
Of it ; for it is fb provided and 
ordained by the moft high'God, 
Astnucb as with rcafbn he could 
^hen, when he hath vouchfafed 
to i dighffie the mindes of men 
With fetife, dll cipline, & under- 
ftandingjfor with thofe tbings.in , 
which we excel other creatures, 
we can only fhun the deceit of 
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fin, guile, and aij otercormpti- 
on. For he, before that he is ear 
feared in them, Hull by chc vcry 
fight & uglineffe of them, avoid 
them, that man is guarded with 
divine knowledge and wifdom ; 
for it is the foundation of difei- 
pline, confiding in. the excel len- 
cie of knowledge : for by the 
Spirit ail things are miniftered* 
and refrefhed in the world, and 
(as it were) an organ, or inllru- 
tnent, is fubjeft to the will of 
the great God. Wherefore hi-? 
therto in our fouls, let us con- 
ceive oF that wife Moderatour 1 
and fenfible Goyernour, of God, 
which is called the Spirit,or ho- 
ly Gholl , which comprehends' 
in it felf every place, and the 
fubftance of every chin®, and the . 
full matter of things, oegotten 
and created and whatfoever 


elfe in the world , eicherdbj* fub- 
ha nee, quality, or quantity : ids: 

C a all 
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all the f&piettg in the world 
and every thing according t< 
that nature which is given it ol 
God) is moved and governed by 
the Spirit. B ut the world is the 
receptacle of allthings, and the 
haunt and plaCc'co move in for 
all creatures, of which God is 

theGovernour, difpenfing in all 
worldly things, as much as is 
neoeffary to every one, who 
with his Spirit fills all things, of 
whao nature and quality foever 

For the world is round , like un- 
to a Ball or fphere, being for the 
form or qualities fake invifible 
to it /elf. For if you fliallchufe 
any high place in itonly to look 
down, thou canft not fee from 
thence what is below, and be- 
caufe it confifts of many , places 
and parrs, it is liippofed to.haye 
aquality:hnd by the alone forms 
of % Specie*, in whole ©ffh 
ieemjto be ingraver, it f 


mmmmmmmmmmmmrn 
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is fuppofed ter be vifible, when 
it is {-hewed,* drawn out,or pain* 
ted 5 but indeed it is alvvayes to 
! it (elf invifible. Whereby, the 
' bottom or- loweft part of tha 
Sphere (if there be any) is cal- 
hd in Greek for \Suv in the I 
Greek tongue tignifteth to fee^ 
whi ch fight t h e bottom of t he 
Sphere may want,w hereupon \ 
the J&pstfesf are called. #*Aiou> for j 

that they are of an invifible \ 
form ; and for that they afe dc*» 
pri ved, o£ light , : the Grecian^ ' 
call arid for that they are 
in the bottom, of the] Sphere, j 

the Latines, %t\UxU Thefe are 
therefore the anciept princi- 
ples, or are; (as it \vefg) )t begm^ 
nings and, , he t ads of $ 11, things 
cohtained in any part or parts 
of thefe. ‘ 


-> #fciep* All thefe things 
therefore, as you fpeak gf, which, 
are earthly, O ffitffmegfjto, 
C 3 are 
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l re P r cfent is well in evtrv 

as m the full fubftance 
Of every thing. 

nAvlA Therefore the wot Id 

flounlheththe bodies, the S i . 
nt the life or ionl and feme, or 

?ot n; - being 

a giftvvitbWkch man is Only en- 

but few 

£ Ay * A (& Mfaar to 

be capable of fo great a benefit : 

forastheworidlsinlighmedby 

tbc Sun, fotmmt minde h ii* 

lummamd by tWiilght^ much 

^ r 0 , r , whac i ofe ^ r the Sun 
doth enlighten , bythe £ cfi pf e , 

and interpofttion of Ear* and 
the Moon, andbythe approach 
and is de^-i* 
u of . tb ? but tem 

when it (hall be once mixed 
With thatis Soul it beeotneS,' by 
that livdyjj growing mixture , 

of 


l 
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of one nature wirh it. So that 
minds thus qualified are never 
intangled with miliy and ofar 
feu re errors. Whereby the 
fenfe or reafon may well be faid 
tobe the foul or Spirit of God ; 
but I fay not of all* but pf 
fome excellent, and principall 
ones. 

The 

COMMENTARY. 


The fevmh Chapter conteltpr 
erh a hidden Philo fophy of the ge* 
titration^ and matter of the Worlds 
of the Spirit accompany [iq&ib and 
of the place. The' if odd i* God 
he calieth the C minify place , 
wherefore he wtU not have the 
place of the world to he created) 
tat 'that it is created ana not crea * 
ted , created indeed if Jed refpeB 

Cf the 
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&«**»*'> 

twbofT* 'O^a ‘he 

tie , ■ ” or &m- For 

wa M d 7 dt ^* ft trit -> t0 *«the 

world and a certain divine power 
an ^ disfujing It r jr 

% 3 Pf* 

butlf'VP Wmnot 

rJ,„ L b the ? were mthat from 
whnce they were to be created; 

PHt in what were they, but in that 

were madej But in which aid 
what W made was life. a „ d 

'It " * jZdi 

«* the Earth},, fruitful bfth of 

wfdP-% P er H * nl M 

T ltd *f that the 'tnhhathU 

th^i u fo Fkewife 

lL t ” etmth fi»>diHt God 
W - th r * a f*» he 

: 'S ) rthfrovidedfor men rea- 

fan 
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{on, difeif line, and mderfianding* 
avainfl this kind of material!, fra 
friety, leafi finne jhoM averrWfi 
the World> as brambles and hurt- 
fall weeds } a neglected and wtillefi 
defert or wildernejfe. Moreover of 
the fpirits disfnfed through ■ all 
things ^ andthofe things that be UU? 
der m, of fenfe or reafin, which is a 
dimming of divine graces into 
mens fouls^as of the Sun beames on 
the eyes, he difeoarfeth fomewhaf 
in this fqyent h fart P i , r .\ ■„ * 


7 GHAP* >te "in 

A Ctlef . Whom, affirm you, 0 5 
ta be thf 

. beads ofthefi# 

.Principles ; y . v 4 j * in ^ 

- . %xttmA weal » ’ 

thee g F eat.fc^ 
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de(i- 

«‘d help»Hd aflftonceof God 
There afe divers kinds of Gods! 
and of lihfKe one part lnteiligi- 
We, another fenfible. Thev 

4r< Vf-i edintc,li S iWM J *>ot be- 

fobe ffis?* ^foppofed not 

fobe fobjeatoourfenfes, (fo r 

&?**? them more then 
cal1 y ' il bles) 

asdurdjftoorfefbaHfhew, and 

thou ifthou mark it frtaieft per- 

cave : for divine reafon paffing 
beyond the reach and capacity 
of men, if thou vvith goojfcaj, 

uni 8 £ C r at , tennon tWen not 
“ n n ot h er Peakers, will fly away 
and pafle through thee, and re- 
turne to the Fountain of it own 
/here are fferifere 
J^ f bords oeGods ©fan gag, 

th t ? f<npe ., Whoittds 
Jr .5 are like oae t o an&- 

tvhoby 
one 
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one illuminating one another* 
work. The chief Lordof Hea- 
ven or whacfoever is concluded 
under chat name, is Bfttpfttt:? 
for from Heaven |j|upitet gives 
life to all. 1 he chiefe Lord pf 
the Sun, is the Light. For thp ' 
benefit of light is diftributed unj- 
to us 6y the globe of the f ury 
There are 34. Lords of the h<v 
rofeope, or which fpeculate in- 
to the Hours of Nativity, placed 
alwayes amongft the fixed Fla,- 
ness, the Prince of thefe they 
call UnnoiM^fo^ that is, which 
hath all fnapes or which, in dif- 
ferenc -j&pecfea, makek divets 
Shapes. The (even wander* 
ing Planets have alfo their 
Lords which they call, Fortune 
and Fate by which all things are 
changed which, were firmetyjlU- 
bl iflied by the law of natur%&ai- 
tered by a, continual motion. BlC 
she Aire is the Organ or iafeu* 

dCBC 
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hnet# of|3 things , in which all 
thin£sar$orougnt topaflfe-, and 
the^hiefEord erPfince of this is 
fecond 'jiii degree conferring 
inortall things, and the like, up- 
morifal I Creatures, ‘ Thefe 
» things therefore being fo, that 
rhefe lower things are moved by 
;$e higher - So like, wife- all 
naturally things are joyned to 
rhemfelves, as morrall thing? 
with- ijhortail , and' feeble 
things with fenfible. But the 
chief nutter of Government, 
belongs to that greatlord, being 
not many but only one for from 
that one all thiii°sde f ' etrd:rnther 
Bowing from him when they 
feem to be diftant, & areTpppo- 
farfto be a many things apart by 
rhemfelves but indeed: are uni- 
te orbeing oner or fath^rf two 
from whom all things are ef- 
fected, and from which they arc 
created, that isj the matterof 
which they are made, &from his 

will, 

* * 
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will by which other things* iit 

brought to paffe: . 

#fdepv Again, what is the 
reM<*n ofdTis,OffittfmegfflH0? 
This, O 

For God the Father, or the 

Lord of all things, andwhatfo- 

ever name he is more jeligiouily 
and devoutly called of men’, 
which ought for ourunderBand- 
ino (ake.ro be reverenced of us, 
in° contemplation of fo great a 

Ma jefty, we hav6 exprefly called 

feim by none of chofe names*, 
for if this found uttered, fetteth 
forth the whole will of man or 
that underltandi ng 
ceiveby the ipiiit; the lubiiantc 
of which name 'tonfilling or a 
few fyllables, is limited and 
circnmfcribed .■> that. tHere 

mi*bt be in'man'a $&*&&% «*“ 
i famiiarSritefcOOrftte>«xttbe 

voice y & tbeeare^the fpintand 
the underflaikling, and 
all things by thefe : Whether 
3 then* 
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then the name of God be mm 

P'.eate or vvhojfy theft' for 
I iuppole not, that the ^ 
ent caufe of all Mai-/; ~ C " 1CI “ 

■;? p«w IL tStef 

thma S) cajobeexprefTejk,, 

K”»s:cS“rt' 

is both QneandaU^hjjJg^Jie 

fliould be flyied’bv the *^ at ^ 
AH. This -°f 

«th forth whatfoever he h* 1 ^ 
a<We to create u- - 3th 

,h “ ■*. 

are, 
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are? and have been and in all 
things which fhall be , nature 
hence forward may oi it felf be 
fufficient to beget. Let this 
therefore be the reafon given 
thee, O #ftUp<U0? wherefore 
and how all things i of both 
fexes are made, 

atftup. Yon mean God, 

ffrtfmefifttua? 

SDtftm. Not only God, O 
#f<Upfa0, but all Creatures 
having life ? and ad Creatures 
without life* for it is impoffible 
that any of thofe things which 
are? fhould be unfruitmll , for 
frnitfulneffe being barfed 
from all things that are > it will 
be impo#ible that there be a 
perpetuity of thofe things which 
are : for, I fay, that Nature and 
Reafon, and the World do con- 
ceit; in them this nature , and 
preferve in themfelves all things 

created ; for every Sex is fait 

ot 
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j&Ton e n i0n • at,d the Cotl - 
junaion or uniting, ef both is 

“ C ¥ °® j? 't henrib]e ’ Which you 
from “e 

«on is for ever, in whom is 
naturally perfeft chantv, /ov 
natath, and divine Love" Lj?’ 
m'ght be hid how great, the 
force and Moffity 0 f fifmini 
Wryisbuc that hv r',» 15 mim_ 
piatien of him, 

im w 

c.i,^ °y E hac common 
at the fame time 
they. 
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they beget mert and women * 
which the woman for a certain* 
time bearethin her womb. The 
effe&s thereforeof fo pleafing* 
and neceffary a work y is com- 
mitted in the dark, left that 
by the deiifions and mockings 
of common ignorant fooles ^ 
the divinity of nature by ‘ the 
conjundtion of bbth fexes^ 
fiiould be compelled to bluftjyif 
it fhould be fubje& to the oped 
view of irreligious and ungodly 
perfons , for there are vecy few 
in the world t hat maybe coun«* 
ted modeft and religious,where^ 
by it hapeneth that in many 
there retmines malice ana 
lew dnelfe, through the want of 
wifdome and. knowledge dn 
thofe things which are : tor by 
the underftanding of divine 
knowledge, and re igiog, . by 
which all things are Uveetly 
difpofed, and ordered* there 

is 
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jf not only a contempt 0 f> 
k, ut * . medicine for all 

the evils in the world: but fo 

long as ignorance and want of 

Wledgeabfoe.there all man- 
net of fin gets head, and wounds 
c- ll , wu .h incurable Vices, 

w,rh h t 4 eln6 inf f aed > a nd defiled 
with them , fwells it, as it 

wrre W!th E^yfon , which can- 

7 GUr fd but bya foul for- 

W 1 J- b ^ lvIne S rices and 
undemanding, rf therefore 

rj/ t0 ? %vthis fiiall be pro- 

idr t 0 pfofec»De 

and conclude this tradfaie, to 

-ur Cod hath 

jouchfafed to impart, only un- 

tomen lmderfianding and difci- 

feh e ^™ rc ’ when 
, 11 1- F , ather > aR d Lord of 
all things , had after other in- 

n»Z%FZ d * ° r An 2 cls made 
man ofthe corrupter part of 

*he world, and ofa likemeafore 
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of divinity > it happened that 
fin did remain mixed with thofe 
Bodies, with aneceffary defire 
after food and living , ( which 
'nature hath given in common 
to other living creatures )as ado 
other affeffions and vices ofthe 
minde incident to mans cor- 
ruption. But the Angels 
which were made of thepureft 
part of nature , and wanting 
no helps of Reafon and Know- 
ledge, andinacontinuaU ftatc 
of immortality yet foi tnaicy df 
cider, and for difcJipine > and 
underftaixhn^ he hath ordained 
by an eternal Law* (being aif ©*• 
der by the Law of ntceflity lim** 
ted) that they fhotfldnatbt far 
from themv Gr.rnhch different in 
ttttttre;apf oir&iii'g nrian above all 
creatures to be bfcly endued with 
reafon and knowledge by which 
he might flnin the corruption k 
vices of his body* bath affigntd 

them 
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nfim for t ^ e P llr P°feand hop 

ofimraortahty, finally he had 
made mam that he might be im- 

°l a di T ine an ? > mortal; 
nature, that it might appeal 

that man being thus made P a ?ter 
is an bet, er 
mad- S th ? An £ els > are 

made only ofainnTmortaU, n 3t 

’ as a ! fo *11 other mortall 
creatures. In which refpeftj 

man comming neareft to the 

nature of God he flionld wor? 

lh p him m pore and ondefiled 
^Fu a W L Ch an :hdne « hc*t> 

ndtharthe An^ds W ith a pi- 

' af&efion 

‘Iptepsttss 

■<* 

The 
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COMMENTARY* ] 

This eighth Chaffer treateth of. 
the mater i all Lords or Princes, 
which he calleth Gods ; The Lord 
of Heaven he calleth T upitcr ; the 
Lord of the Sun, the Li^ht • he 
reckons 3 4 Horof : opes, or markers 
of the hoars of childrens nativity tn 
the f ame place of -■ the fixed Platt-* 
cts^and the chief ofthefe he calleth 
Pantomorphos, and the Lord* of f 
the feven wandering Spheres y or 
Planets, he maketh Fortune, and. 
Fate : alfohe apfoimeth a Lord 
of the air : but thefefeemto be the 
fictions of Devils, - 'andcerttyify* 
nities fmellmg ofWerrourtoftk* 
Gentiles, and which caufe thofa 
which tr.nfl iftt hem, rather to pe* 
ri[hjhanto be in any fafety* Prom 
hence he returnethtothe context* 
ylation of the mft highanddt^ 
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f fl?° d ',r which is tobe »a- 
a • p? ad Kam ‘ et > being fan 0 c 

nave that -which mates them 5 

sttsacfr 1 - 3*4 

i f" «W Is trivet, Zrt 
ftrsnutcdfor the imltationof di- 

SZZSf- *-*«f*a. 

of ,l, e r t „irr/ Y , £ nor ‘Mt 

flJPJ. PMt'f, they profane 
tlvfe dnrine Laws , and af tel the 
manner of bruit beahhsfZet 

Irish *« d *«t™gio*(ly 

>m f pea f offahlhiZ *?■ 
madenrY, r l,- £ s ’ even for 

moaeittes fake, hecaufe thofe in. 

ordinate and irreverent thoughts 
a f d f&nres are apt to tdttt 
themfehres, into the minds,, of mess, 

and notthatfeemly, .holy,LdZ- ' 

defiled 
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defiled Ordinance of God : and be- 
can fie fey? have pure and good affe- 
ctions . I fuppofe that we fhould 
neither thinks or fipeal^ much of 
this matter . Then he addethy that 
God hath befiowed onely upon men 
reafon and undcrfiandlng y whereby 
that immortally and divine part of 
him-might fhun vices y which other- 
wife , by the admixture of his 
earthly fub fiance, he might eagily 
run into : for by reafon of this body 
and dtjfoluble part y men muJbukeas 
fall into lufbs y and other temptati- 
ons of the mind . This^of the eighth' 
Part , 


CHAP. IX. * 

A Nd becaufe we are now 
[peaking of the fimilitudc* 
and nuitttall fellowship of riten 
and God , acknowledge , O 

$fclepfti 0 , 
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fiCcUpfug,, the authority and 
-Povycr of man. For as the Lord 
and Father, or mod high God, 
is the Creatour of the heavenly 
(iods or A.ngels j fo Man is the 
crea tour of thole gods which are 
% Temples, contented to be 
neighbours unto men, and are 
not onely iilumimted| but do 
a lfo illuminate, doing not only 
good unto men, but alio con- 
iir/Xieth that there- is a God. 
Do(l wonder ac.thisj O Mfcles 
pfM0, or doll thou doubt o f it, as 
many do } 

* &tt\£Pf. I am confounded, O 
$CtffltT££fffa0 : but giving cre- 
dit to what you fay, I judge man 
to be mod happj', who hath ac- 
m tai £pd to fo great blefTednefle. 
f . Neither unworthily 

is he worthy of admiration, who 
f f the grated airfpngtf the gods. 

| Tpf the (EP£tut0 of all things is 
| manifed without confufion, be- 
1 ing 
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ing propagated of the pureft part 
of Nature, and the fimilitudes 
of them to be (as it were) the 
heads of all 5 but the 
of the gods, which man reprcr 
fents, is falhioned of two* na- 
tures; Divine, which is the 
more excellent andnoblepart ; 
and Earthly, which is that which 
is here converfant inearth, and 
which confifts of the whole Fa r 
brick, or leverall parts of the 
outward Man. So Man bein* 
mindfull of his Divine Nature 
and Originall, remains dill in 
the likeneffe of God. For as the 
Father and the Lord hath made 
eternal Gods, that might be like 
unto him. Soman hath fafhi- 
oned out unto himfelf gods, af- 
ter the dmilicude of his own 
countenance. 

#CclcPf Do you mean ima- 
ges, o 

St(fm f Do you not fee how 
D far 

i 
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fit you are mi(lafc& £ ( living 
imjtgds, foil of fenfe ancf fpirit, 
doing futhand fogfeat things 1 
Images having fore-knowledge 
wf things to come, and fore-tel- 
ling by manyother things, infir- 
mities, cares, and forrows, which 
Hull happed defervedly to men. 
Are you ignorant, O #fclcpttt0, 
that jEgypt is the image of Hea- 
ven, or, which is more true, a 
inflation of defcenfion of all 
things, which are governed and 
exetcifed in Heaven ? And if we 
Ipeak rightly, Our land is the 
Temple of the whole World, 
and yet for that it befeerneth 
wife men to fore-know all 
things, itbehoveth you not to 
“be ignorant, that the time will 
come when it may appear, that 
the. ^Egyptians have by a con- 
ftant and pious pradlicein reli- 
gion ferved God in vain, and all 
their holy vvorfhip (hall become 
void, and of no effeit ; For the 
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divinity (hall return back; from 
Earthinto Heavtn, ;£gypt Shall 
be forfaken, and the Land Which 
wasthe feat of the Divinity, dull 
be deftirate of Religion,, and 
deprived o( tfre prefence of 
the Deity. ‘ For when Grangers 
(hall pofTeffei and fill up this 
Land and Kingdom, not onely 
there (hall be a neglect of Reli- 
gion j but, which is more tnift- 
rabie, there (hall be* Laws to- 
adied againft Religion, Piety, artd 
Divine Worfhip, with punifh- 
menc inflidled uponthofe that 
feem to favour k : then this ho* 
ly feat fhall be full of lolatrjj, 
Idols Temples, and dead mens 
Sepulchres. O jEgypt, iEgypt, 
there fhall remain only a fainai 
fhew of thy Religion, and which 
will teem incredible to pofterb* 
,ty • and onely letters (hall Hand 
ingraven upon thy pillars, which 
may declare thy pious deeds. 
Da and 
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and in theedhall inliabic the 
Scythian, Indian, or fome other 
neer barbarous Nation. For 
the Divinity' fnall fly to Hea- 
ven, v the vyhole Nation forfaken 
flaali .die, anddcy^gypt fha 11 be 
forfaken of God and man. I call 
upon thee, thou mol) holy RU 
ver, and prefage unto thee 
things which fliail come to 
pafle • thy vvaters and divine 
ftreams flhall be filled with 1 
blood 3 which fhall overflow thy j 
banks, and make a violent inun- j 
dation, fo that there (ball be 
more dead than living, and he 
that remains alive, fliail onely 
by his language be known to be 
an iEgyptian, but by his deeds 
he fliail feem a Barbarian. Why 
weep you, O ^fclopfus, ffigypt 
fhall be rutnifhed with far grea- 
ter, and worfe evils than thefe, 
flie being heretofore a holy and 
great Favourer of the Deity, and , 

Divine 
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Divine Worfhip and R.eligion^ 
and that worthily upon earth,' 
feparated alone from other Na^ 
dons, became the Miflrefli :ofe 
Sandlity and Piety, fhall be an 
example of the gfeateft cruelty, 
and then with grief of heart, the 
world fhall not feem to bead^ 
mired and adored. .» Thjitwhble 
good (than the wh ( ich there neU 
ther is, hath, or fliail; fee <any 
thing that fhall appear, ofniore 
excellencie) fhall be indangerr 
ed,andfeem burdenous tomen^ 
and in this refpedf fhall be de? 
fpifed : neither fliail .t he iwodd 
be e deemed, which is the im- 
mutable work ofGod, a,woff 
glorious Fabrick, a wori com- 
pounded with the different va-r 
riety offhapes, an iaftrumem.Of 
the will of God, who in hiswork 
( without envie ) befpake all 
things to become one ; whicfo 
of the beholders, might be ho? 

D 3 nopred >s? 
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noured, prailed, < and loved, be- 
ing as united heap of’ fundry 
ihapessi For darkoeffe (hall be 
preferred before light, i death’. 
Ihall feem fwpeteritnan life, no 
inan dhall look upfto Heaven, a 
religious man (hallbeaccount- 
ed a mad man, an irreligiousand 
profane perlon feem wife, a mad 
man, valiant ; and the wbrll of 
all men v good and pious; for 
the Soul, and all things about ity 
wherein it is either mortal!, op 
$onceiveth that it (hall attain to 
immortality , accordingly as I 
| have declared unto you , (hall 
not onely be efteemed £ thing 
worthy of laughter, but alfo a 
meet wiiity : For beleeve me^ 
if toll be reckoned a capital of* 

I fenc^forhim that (hall Rudy to 
be religious, there (hall new 
Statutes atidihawsbe ftablifh* 
ed ; nothing which is religious 
(liall ! be heard worthy of Hea* 
-’i 1 ; ven. 
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ven, or heavenly things, or be 
entertained in the hearts of 
men : there (hall, beafeparatipii 
pf God, which i* mftdHQbe la* 
mented , from the Society qf 
men , onely evil angels (hall re- 
main mixed with the humanity, 
which fhaU violently move to 
all manner of audacious miff 
chiefs, air.th^m ipptot^af^lfer 
dition, robberies , deceit,’ and 
unto all things contrary to tbp 
difpofuion of the Soul, then the 
Earth (Hall np^iiatvd , the. Sea- 
{hall noe be feilgd/in ; and, & 
Heaven, the courf* of the Stars 
and Planets (hall tea fe> ail di- 
vine knowledge (Hall ( of-, nfc- 
ceflit^be buried in fdejKfch 
, fruits, of the earth fhfcll be cor- 
rupted, neither (half the earth 
be fruitfully and the air it felf 
fhaU languifh with a foirowfuU 
countenance; thefe and ftach 
like times IhaUcoroctirreligifcn 
o / * D 4 and 
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and corifufion of the world, with 
a fenflefnes &vacancy of al good 
things. .When thefe things £hall 
happen, O ^IfcLcpftia, then that 
Lord and Father God Almighty, 
Governour onely of the world, 
lookingnnto the manners, and 
voluntary deeds of men . after 
ins own will(whl£h is his good* 
nefle) punifliing vices', taking 
away all errours and corruption, 
and drowning all manner of 
wickednefle, either by an inun- 

• * ■ j or alftconfu- ! 

ming them by fire,' oi^elfe by 
plague and pdHleftce, heAvill 
end this world, andrefloreitto 
its ancient beauty, fo that the 
world itfclf may Teem to be ad- 
mired and honoured *: and God, 
the Creatour and Rettorer of fo 
great a work, fhall of all men 
then being, be magnified with 
continuall praifes and tfcankfei*- 
\ings: For this generation of the 
•’ world, I 
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world, and the reformation /of 1 
all good things, and the. moft< 
holy and religious refiiojtinra jof J 

nature it (elf, in due time both - Tj 
is, and hath been eternall fronu i 
the beginning, for the will of j 
God wants beginning, which 
is the fame , and continuall in j 

everyplace. 1 

Sfctepv For the nature ©fc 
G od is the counfaile of his. will,) I 

and his excellent goodnefife/ 
his counfaile, O J 

m ■: ..i* 

SCtfftti, o $ftlepta0,kts will 
proceeds from his couniaile,and ; \ 

his will from his will* neitheEr 
wills he any ;thingiambkio»flji ■ 

which is full of alTthritfgs* 011a 
thole which he wills he hath * ■ 

but he wills all good things * 
and hath'/aLl he wiils^T For, &9 ^ 

thinks arid wills a llgo^d thingf; 
but this is God>andch^yvoriIi0 
the Image of that Good ; , . : ; h 
D 5 ftittew 
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SftftjV Good O ffttfttttA 

glCff0. 

fftffflfc Good$as 1 fh all teach; 
thee> O jafciCjJteg j for as God 
is. the difpenier and giver of alL 
gisod things, to every ©emifc 
ifo&frpztte * iiu the World, rhap 
both. ;o£ wfoul *nd life y 
fo likewife the world is the difc 
tributer andgiver of ail things > 
which feem good ca. mortal! 
creatures , that is , change of 
piitS'ftafiMfebk fruites., nati- 
vity, fencreafe and maturity, and 
the like, , andby tBisGod fitting 
above m the higheft: Efeaven , is 
every where y and beholds all 
j{iittgs:« for there -is above thele 
lower'fbteavefis, a place wkk- 
©ftt Starts, far from all earthly 
things , this place betwixt Hea- 
ven and Eartn the difpenier of 
ait things inhabited*, whom 
w^oall ^nyffet, or god, but on 
rile earth and the Sea, Reigneth 

a«nt(c 
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Blunter JBIutO , and he is the 
nourifher , and preferverof all 
Living and fruitful! mortal! 
Creatures, by the power of all 
thefe, fruits, Trees, Plants, and 
the. ground are refeefhed, and; 
em power apdefte&s of other 
Gods are diftributed through all 
things that are* They are 
diftributed that ihall bear rulo 
©b the Earth *and (Kail be pi a* 
cedv in >the very entrance. r j6f 
in that. Gk y which is 
built in the Weft, or where the 
Sun lets. . To. which place all 
inortall Creatures both in Land 
knd Sea (ball hafteow • • ! * ■ . 1 
«. 5Mxtcp f . But • at tipac 
where are they ^ • O - 
gfftu*. , 

%ztf\Vt. They are placed in 
the < great City , in the Libya* 

Mountain y andshuslar rids d4* 

cta'cation* • 

1 ’ Th« 
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COMMENTARY; ! 

This whole Ninth Chapter »■.( 
prephane. which Auditing well ' I 
rtprweth In his Bo^f the, City .f 
Cod. fr mainedihes Idolatry ,■ 
extolling and. feningit forth tmht 
wonderfull pralfes ; and the-Jscaii 
orfadoftt y Uniuch. deplores'. In 
the highelt-Hetmen , isefnietb a 
certain God beholding all thittcsf 
’at hat place betwixt Heaven 

H d fr n r' he r Uceth Jupiter , 
thedifpofev , or. Steward • and 

Wllto J upicetfe^f thed od , 

dtjpenfer on Land:; and. Sed^. as 

though then wfrtMie Godin Ideas 

ven, another in the Aire, and ant* 
ther on the, Land, andlSe'tt '• all 
"*?«* iC °nteim an infinite ■impieir 
•f errors : for mut a fi inline , Writ 
ioe are- mcorruptlf, purely „ and 
Why taught , that the Lord he is 

God 


#= 
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God in Heave# above.-, and in 
Earth below, and that there is no. 
other God : but againft -Idols -and 
Idolatry the word of God and the. 
JEu& Prophets do warily admonifh 
JP that we be not defiled, with 
fo great a blot of impiety , nor cor* 
rupted with fo great an error , for. 
the Idol it felf is cur fed, and him 
that made it, and again, the wor - 
(hipping of curfed Idols isthecaufe- 
beginning, and end of all mi fc hie f v 
An Idol maker, and this Idol are- 
both an abomination to the Lord , 
for both that wh/ch is made, with 
him that it (hall be ponfuwedmtb 
fre, thefe 'and mpti} mart things 
of Idolatry out of the +M»akJtofi 
wifdome , and in He v it k US Ghd 
him felf out of his o wn m outhconi- 
mandeth , I am the Lord your 
God r you (hall not make- to your 
felf any Idol ■ or graven Image s 
neither fhall you ereflr any monu* 
ment or- Pillar inyotir Land to 

worjkip 
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vorfbip iti, - A»ief the' Ifpltof 
jfigypt, 'he udverufitbm Ezekiel* 
Bt net ftlfoted nith tht Idols of 
jEgvpe, fori am the Bord.nuk 
tod .: and of their aholijhitio^k 
ffeaketh My the. fame ProphiPm 
mil defray their Image t and make 
an end of then (del Memphis , he, 
fhall no more lead them out of the 
Land of ^pppt. what Mer* 
c Linns caUeth the find. Spirit, 'and. 
finfs of Idols, dnd Images in that 
they fhall iring, difiafa , ,» jfr, 
tntties, and . fears tepee' men. , we 

kpow without datt fo to he evi II Spi- 
rits, and in ajfttr.ance to he thof 's 
of which, the Prnpk et truly M affirm* 
eth, that *dll tfos Gods of 'the 'gen* 
fo&f, aredruils, \pt evil -Spirif,s t 
Let this little be juffidem again ft 

the impiety of TrilmegiteT# 

**rhp*n, ft> r *x fcfke to tfooft 
who are fea forte d.^with the., true 
knowledge of God, \*bick fas the 
wife man faith J to know and ten* 

derftand 
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derftand is perfect righteoufteffes 
and to know hit rigbtepufnejfe ahd 
porter is the root of immortality , 
Lazareltfs draweth this place to an 
jinaUgi*y~AS though the Idols wera 
the Apo files • the Image: of man y 
C' hr i ft yhe. power given from above, * 
the holy Ghoft ; iEgypt/^ darks 
nefftof the gentiles ; and the pe&* 
ft cation of the Life iplesJip oft ler 
Martyrs, the graven pillars- dtA 
daring their pio^tswvrkj andyhat 
the heart of pofterhy did.refwe, not 
their works, font their faith .only i 
theft are ptoufty invented , boo 
per adventure far front the Letter > 
or meaning, , \ I think* with All 4 
gulVme that hfermes fwerftm 
him f elf both if this and the 13* 
Chapter , for they feern to have 
the Prophets of the Gentiles, as Ba* 
laam and the Sy bulls , that they 
may fufter both Light and 
darfoneffe the lucid and obf cure in* 
ter mixture °f Prophecies fotnetimet 

" par^ 
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We , fometimes impure j< 
Jms, for the ninth Chapter, ~ 


CHAP. X, 

Kjo w we are to difcourfe < 

± ^ mortality&immortality.-ft 
nope and fear of death tormeni 
trae y?V f htC r ar l iS^rant of th 
drt-nr, 0a:fo f death ««»fed b 

SjJith hbMr and the far 
mony being ended whereb. 
ge- members of- the.-body ari 

UvH f 1 ? t0 °r ne com POfitiori fcl 
ively ules , for. tljebody dietf 

feile" t Th- V - Cil l Part? of tnan 

£& , This is therefore, death j 
adifiol-ution of the- body, and 
»•«««; ^cfeca^ of the^'tbodily 
u . aoout which' to take 
thought fc>r, is to up -purpofe*. 


Hermes Trifmegiflus. - {fjft 

but there is an other thing > he* 
ceffary, which either igno* 
ranee , or mans incredulity fet- 
eth lei?ht by. - ^ 

0f£iep. What is that , Of 
SDt(fmeg(fitl0 , that they are 
either ignorant of, or believe 
not to be ? 

. ffirifm. Hear therefore, Q 
#fdepfus, when there (hall be a 
ieparation of the foul from the 
body, then the Judgement, 
and examination of his delerts 
fhall paffe over unto the greats 
God ; and he when lie {hall fee 
that it is juft and righteous (hall 
fuffer it to abide in a fit Mainfion 
but if he fhall fee it to.be fpot- 
ted and defiled with fin and ini*, 
quity he will caft it down/ and 
deliver it to Stormes, Whirled 
Winds, fire. Lightening , and 
Tempefi; and it (hall be fnatch- 
ed np betwixt Heaven and 
Earth , with worldly tempefts, 

and 
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and with con tinuall torments? 
be driven into divers places, 
that jo this . refpe# th* eternity 
of them is pre judicious becatffe 
by ap-inlmortall ienrence, the 
Soul is condemned to everlaft- 
ing judgment^ left therefore we 
be infolded with thefc miferies , 
know that we muft fear tremble, 
and beware*, for the unbelievers 
are after their faults and plea- 
fure in fin compelled to believe 
not by, worcks* hut by exam- 
ples j, . not* . . by threatening $ 
but by the very i ufferingof pum 
iftiment. ; , : 

3fclEp. Arenot thenjO U 
toegf he faults ofmen punr 
ifhedon ly by mans law. a > ; 
SWCm. Forfooth, O arcl^ 
VfirlV all earthly things 
which are morcall , then thofe 
things alfowhich live by corporal 
teafon and which fwarve from 
living after that Law of reafon, 

all 
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all thefe according to their 
deferts and faults are liable to 
puniftiment , but after death 
fo much the forer pumfhmettt 
as their faults have been conceal 
led Sc unpunifhed in this life, for 
God foreknowing all things 
renders a like punifhtnent to 
cvey one according to the 
meafure and quality ' of the 
fault. r . ‘ ' 

JWtlep. Who are worthy of 
the gFeatell puni£hment>0 SDtfft 
ntegiita*. ? . r 

JCtitm Thole who being 
condemned by the Laws ©E 
men come to a violent death; 
which feem not to yeel'd unto 
the debt of nature , fcuttofuffe* 
punilbtnent for their deferts* 
Contrary wife , God is alheild 
and defence unto a righteous 
man, who loveth piety and rei- 
li<non ; for he defendeth fuch 
from all manner of dangers and 

evils, 
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^ the Father and Lord 
of all things, who alone is all, 
Ihowes himfetf willingly to all, 
not where he is in place, nor 
w hat in quality, nor how great 
»n quantity but. illuminating 
man with the alone underlland- 
of the mind, who when the 
^knelTe of mind is removed 
and the hnghtneffe oftrqth per- 

P ar i lci pates him/elf bv 1 
the full (enfe of divine know- • 
ieage, by whole love he is freed 
rom that naturall part which is 
mortall, and conceiyeth hope j 
V * u c tufe immortality.! • This 1 
therefore fliall be the difference 
etwixt good and evil men, for 
everyone by piety religion di- 

row and reverence of 

l 'heth and becometh 
h . ? hc f the «ye-hght, when be 
hath throughly fee,, the truth 
reafon , and the confidence 
01 hope, and excelleth fo far orher 

men 
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men, as the Sun excelleth other 
Starrs in his Light : for the 
Sun it felf not fo much in great- 
nelTe of diety , as in divinity 
and fan&ity illuminateth the 
other Starrs. For i fuppofethis, 
O #fclepfasb to be the Second 
God governing all other things, 
& illuftrating all worldly things 
whetner they be creatures with 
life orwithout Hfe,for if thecrea- 
ture the world hath>is &; (hall al- 
waies be Living, nothing in the 
world is mortal. For there is no 
place of mortality, for every liv- 
ing part which is in the world , 
as in one and the fame continu- 
all living creature , wherefore 
it ought to be full of life and 
erernity, if itmuft always live. 
The Sun therefore as the world 
iseternall, andfoisthe gover- 
nor of life and livelineffe, and 
the continual difpenfer of them. 
He is therefore theGod of the 
i * living 
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Hvingind ofthofe things which 
have life in the world * the 
continuall goverhour, abdecer- 
tiall difpenfator of lifek felf,}, 
£>r he hath once difpenfed by an | 
eternall. Law* and.gtveth life! 
fco every Living thing; ^ lb this! 
manner which I will fpeake of , 
/or in that quickneffe of eter*r 
nicy, the world is moved, .and 
in that living' eternity*, is the 
place of the world * for which 
hereafter it (hall neither hand 
nor be defiroyed, the world be- 
ing intrenched* and as it were 
wrapped in with the eternity of 
life. It is therefore the dif- 
penfer or giver of life to all 
things which are in it , and the 
place of all things which are 
governed under the Sun , the 
commotion of which world 
confiftetfi of a twofold effeft. 
For it felf is outwardly enliven- 
ed from eternity, audit quick- 
ens 


if. % :r * 
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ens and inlivens thofe things 
which are within it, differing 
in proportions , and appointed, 
and prefixed times, all things 
are known and ordered by the 
effect of the Sun , and by the 
courfe,. and influence of the 
Starrs, all temporall things are 
ellablifhed by reafon and divine 
Law, the Earthly fcafons ate 
known by the quality of the 
Aire , as either in the variety 6f 
heat, or cold, the Heavenly 
feafons by the return of the 
Starrs to the fame places v and 
by the temporall change Of 
tides, and the vvorldisthe re- 
ceptacle oP time , 'by whole 
courfe and morion it is refrefH- 
ed, bur time is kept by order. 
Order and time make an inno- 
vation of all things which are in 
the world by couric. 

The 
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The < 

« COMMENTARY. 

This Tenth Chapter , fpeaketh 
of death and the exa?nination of 
the Soul .. when the body fall die , 
that the]/ (hall be most pun fed 
after death , whofe life )uflly is 
taken away by mens Lawesffor the 
. great nejfe of their offences , that 
God is a defence to the righteous • 
of the divinity of the Sun^ and the 
•world , for he pats the World to be 
the fir ft fenfible God> the Santo 
be the Second , that the world fh all 
never take reft, nor be deflroyed. 
But we give not the mcommunica - 
ble name of God , neither to the 
Sfin , nor to the worlds and be- 
lieve that the world fhall one day be 
diffolved, Thefe things therefore 
being underflood, ( as the bare 
words 0/Hermes (hew,) they fet 
out the error of the Gentiles , yet 
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by participation t * 
thefe a divinity , ^ t0 excelM 

works of Godjhis the tenth part r 


CHAP. XI. 

i 

W Herefore all things be- 
* n o (b , neither of 
things creared, Heavenly things 
or Earthly, is any thing liable 
nxed or immoveable, tor only 
God, and worthily he alone is 
in 1 himfeiffrom himfelf,. a ndon 
all fides wholly lull and perfe^, 
and this is his fame liability 
which cannot be removed by the 
enforcement , or occafion of 
any ocher feeing in him are all 
things, and in all things he is 
only, imldfe any man will dare 

t® fay that his motion eonfiftethf 
in ecernity ; butmHch rather his e- 
termty is unmoveable, intowhich 
E the 
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the motion of all times return-, 
eth, and from which the, mo- 
tion of all times takes it begin- 
ning. God hath therefore been 
alwayes if able, and his eterni- 
ty alwaies alike liable with him* 
containing the world nop crea- 
ted within himfelf , which we 
rightly call fenfible. The 
Image ofthis God is the world * 
which is madman imitator or 
refemblance of eternity.* for 
time hath the force, and nature 
of (lability in the very necelfity 
of return again into it feif: 
wherefore albeit eternity be 
liable immoveable and fixed , 

, yet becaofe by thp motility of 
time , motion is alwayes called 
back into -eternity, and that 
' mobility is turned by reafon of 
time , it comes to paffe that 
eternity it lelf is certainely im- 
moveable, and may feem only : 
by time to be moved in which it 

l'elf 
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(elf is, for in that time tsaii th£ 
motion* fo it happens that the 
liability of eternity is movedV 
and the liability of time, be* 
comes liable by the rule of mow 
tion, and foil t is credible that 
God is moved into himfelf 
the lame immoveabknetfe, for * 
there is an in immoveable moti- 
on in the «reatnelfe of his Ver# 

liability , for the condition! of 
his greatnelfe is immoveable* 
This therefore which is fo , 
and not obvious to ourfenfes, 
is infinite, ihcomprehenfible 
’ afl d indlimablc, which can nei* 
ther be fuftained, reported of, 
nor found out ; whereupon it 
is uncertain wherein, where, 
how, and in whatfafhion it is : 
for he is reported to be in the 
greated (lability, and in him is 
his (lability, whether he be 
God or Eternity, whether 
the one be in the other, or both 
E * ift 
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in cither , for which caufe eter- 
nity is without definition of 
time: but time which may 
be defined , returning either by 
order courleor circuit of .mother 
is eternal , wherefore both feemi’ 
to be infinite, both eternall, for 
liability confidering that it is' 
fixed , for that by the Benefit of 
llrength it can fufiein all 
things that are moveable , it 
worthily obtainech Dominion * 
.forthe beginning of all things 
which are, is God, and eternity; 
bifit the world becaule it is mo-' 
veable hath not die principali- 
ty, for his mobility prevents his" 
liability by the rule of continu- 
al! motion, having an immove- 
able firength. Ail fenfe there-' 
fore pf the divinity being alike 
and immoveable, moveth it 
1 elf by his ^ability, and is incor- 
rupt, and eternal, orwhatfoever 
may. more fitly be called* etc r« v 
x* -t nity . 


r v.‘ 
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nity confiding inthe very ] truth 
•of the high God, full of all fete 
fible things, and full knowledge 
abidingas I laid with God, but 
.worldly fenfe is the receptacle 
ofafl fenfible thin^Sj both. for 
^perfefl and difclipine, but hu»- 
: mane fenfe by the llrength of 
memory, for that it remembers 
all things that it hath done : for 
.divine reaion and fenfe come 
down continually to. man\ 
^ and God would not thaiUMtceb* 
" lent, and divine fenfe fhould be 
confounded with all Creatures, 
led ic fhould blufb in being 
mixt vvii:h brutes. For rhe, un- 
demanding of humane fenfe, of 
what, fort, and howgreat it is, 
is wholly in the memory of 
things pad : for by that ftrength 
of memory it is made govern- 
or of the earth; but the un- 
derftanding of Nature, and of 
the quality and fenfe of the 
E Z world. 
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world, maybe perceived by all 
feufible things in the world ; 
eternity, which is the fecond 
is known to be a (enfe and qua- 
lity given of the fenfible world , 
tout the underftanding of the 
quality, and quality of the fenie 
of the high God) isrhe alone 
truth, the fhaddow of which 
truth in the world is not cer- 
tainly known in the lad line > 
for where is any thing known by 
-the dimenften of time , where 
there feem to be leafings gene- 
rations and errors? You fee 
therefore > O #ftl$pfU0 , in 
what things we are agreed up- 
on , which we handle or which 
we dare to touch : but I give 
unto thee thankes,0 great Gocl> 
which haft illuminated me with 
the light of feeing thy divinity : 
and you offiatiw, jafclepftte, 
And turnon 3 coficeale fecret- 
ly within your brcaitsanu kcCp 

clofe 
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clofe thefe divine Myfteries. 
But in this differeth under- 
ftanding from feriffc, for that our 
underftanding commethby the 
intention > and diligence of 
the mind to underhand and 
know the quality of the fenfe 
of the world , but the under- 
ftanding of the world reachetli 
to eternity , and to know God 
who is above it felf, andfo it 
happens unto us men, that as 
in a mift we fee thofe things 
Which ate in Heaven , as much 
*s it is poflible thfdtigh the 
condition of humane fenfe. 
And this intention or reach in 
perceiving fo great good things 
is very narrow and weak, but is 
moft large when it ftiallfeeic 
by knowledge , and the bfeflk- 
mony of a good conscience# 


E 4 
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COMMENTARY. 

. The eleventh Chaffer difc :lofeth 
that onely God is immovable and 
fiable , and all other things mu- 
table ; God is infinite^ ncomfrehen- 
Jible , and is unknown what he is : 
the holy , incorrupt , and eterndH 
fenfeoj God , treateth of the fenfe 
of the world) of the fenfe of man , of 
the difference of the underftanding 
from the fenfe . This is the Sum 
of the eleventh Pan* ■ # 


CHAP. XII, 

B lit of Vacuity, which alfo 

with rciamy Teems to be a 

great matter > I thus think, chat 

a Vacuity neither is, can, or 

£hali be any thing ; for all things 

/• 




Hermes Trifrnegiflus. 103 « 

of the world are moft fall parts, 
as the world it felf is full of bo- . ] 

dies different in quality and 
form, having both their form 
and grearneffe, of which one is 
greater than another, and one 
leffe than another, different in 
llrength and weakneffe : for 
Tome of thefeeafily feem to bp 
the Wronger, as the greater :bju£ 
theleffer and fmaller can fcarcer 
ly, or not at all be Teen,, which ' 
things to be v we know onely ; by 
feeling, whereby it happgngtjfc 
that many beleeye thatth$fc$r£: 
notbodies,or’fubfla*nces,b^t em- 
pty places, which is impofSblpi; 
for if any thing be named 
the world, if. there be any thing 
(which I hardly beleeve)ch^in » 
fo full of intelligible thing^h# 
is, things like tp the Divinity,**? • 
this place which is called the t 
fenfibie world, is full of bodies 
and creatures, agreeing both in > 

E 5 nature c 
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nature and quality to it , all 
vyhofe representations we fee 
not ; but fome exceedingly 
‘great , fome exceeding littie> 
and ihort, Which either through 
%he length of didance, or that 
we are dull of eye-fi'ght, they ap- 
pear to be fuck unto us, or to be 
(kort , tort heir exceeding fmal- 
Belfe they are fuppofed of fome 
Bot to be. I (peak now of An* 
gels, which, Ifuppbfe, fojourn 
'with us , and Spirits above us, 
which are betwixt the pUFed 
erf Che ak, and the earth, 
wh&£i!heF<e ^neither place tor 
<3i6ud$> nbrtbmmbtion by the 
rtibtfofc of any Meteor, Comet, 
fctSigtte. In this refpe&, O & 
j thou canft fay nothing 
%#be$fcbjeft to Vacuity* unlefle 
ChoU Wtuhted there may be a 
Vacuity of what thbU affirmed 
feo be empty, as a Vacuity from 
the firc> from the water, and 
• . from 
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from the like, which although it 
kappens to feem fo ( For that 
may be void of fuch things, 
which are great, or little, which 
makes it feem empty) yet there 
cannot be a Vacuity of Spirit, 
and Air. The like aifo we may 
fpeak of a place, for the word 
onely wants underftanding ; for 
a place appeareth what it is, 
from that of which it is * lor 
when the principall name is ta- 
ken away, the bonification, or 
interpretation is imperfect. 
Wherefore the place of water, 
the place of fire, or fuch like, we 
truly fay ; for as it is impoflible 
for any thing to be void, or em- 
pty, fo the place alone what it is 
cannot be known. For if you 
put the place without that of 
which it is, it fhall leem to be 
an empty place, which I beleeve 
the world hath not : For if 
there be no Vacuity, neither a 

place 
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place appeareth what it is by* 
it ■ felf 5 unlefTe you fhajl adde; 
unto it, either loagitudes, lari-* 
tudeS) or altitudes) as (ignes to 
the bodies of men. .Thefe things 
being fo, and you 

that are prefcnt know, that the 
inte Eligible World that is God, 
who is known only by the fight, 
©ftbeidul, is incorporeal 5 nei- 
ther can any thing corporall be 
mixed with his Nature, rhatis, 
which may be known by qua- 
lity , quantity > and numbers, 
for no fiich thing abideth in 
him ; therefore this, world, - 
which is called fenfible, is the 
receptacle of alf fenfible 
ltC 8 ) qualities , or bodies 5 all 
which without God, cannot re- 
ceive Vegetation, and be re- 
frefhed; tor all things are God, 
and from him-and his will are ' > 
all thing? : that which is wholly 
good, comely and wife, fenfible 

and . . 
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and intelligible, belongs to him 
alone, and without this there 
neither is, hath, or fhall be any 
thing ; for all things are from 
hint, in him, and by him, both 
qualities of many ftiapes , and 
great quantities, and greatneffe 
exceeding meafure, and varieties 
of and Forms, which if 

you fhall underhand, O #fcle* 
ftU 8 r you will give God thanks, 
and if you ilialwel obferve the 
* whole, yOu &al by true reafoft 
perfe6Uy learn, that the world 
it felf is fenfible, and all things 
that are in it, tobe covered 
with a garment) from that up** 
per world *, for every kihde of 
creature, 6 of what 

kind foever, as well mortal,im-r 
mortal, or rational, whttheric 
be a living creature, or be not* 
each of them retain the image 
and form of their kinde, and al- 
' ' beit every kind of creature; pof» 

ieffeth, 
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/eflfeth the full farm of his kind; 
yecin the &me form of (hews, 
they are all unlike one to ano- 
ther, as the <l&£Rtl0 of men, al- 
though it be uniform, that a 
man ma^ naturally be known, 
yet all of Them arc in the lame 
form unlike to ehemfelves 5 for 
the ( %ptt(e0; which isdivmc, is 
incorporeal , and whatsoever 
elfe is comprehended in the 
foul, or mind : leeingthercfore 
thcfe two, of which the Form < 
confifteth,are corporeahand iw- 
corporeal, it is impoffible that 
every Form (hould be created, 
or born like One toanofher, the 
moments of hours and climates 
differing, and being diflant, but 
are changed fo often, as an hour 
hath minutes, in which is that 
Cod of all fhapes we have fpo- 
ken 6f • therforethe fjpecte0,or 
Form , remained), begetting fo 
often from it felf, fo many, and 

fo 
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fo different fhapes, as the courfe 
of the world hath moments, 
which world is turned by con- 
vcrfion and changes ^ but the 
is neither turned, nor 
changed. So the Forms of each 
kind lare permanent and liable, 
but unlike to ehemfelves in the 
fame Fotm. 

#fctrp> And the world chan-* 
geth his gfrpttfCS, or Form, 

# ^rifUTt Do you perceive 
therefore, O ilftlepfttB, that all 
things are fpoken unto thee* a$ 
to one in a fkep, or in k dream > 
For what is the world 1 , V>r of 
what confiileth it, but of all 
things created? 

5ifclep» Therefore you mean to 
(peak of the Heaven, and of the 
Earth & ©f the Elements, $Cti£- 
ftiCgtftttS * For other things are 
more frequently changed into 
Forms, the Heaven moyflening, 

Oft 


\ 
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p r drying up,, cooling preheat- 
ing ? b f ,ghc or lovvring. In, one 
r.orm ot theHeaven,thefe things 
are, which Forms are altered 6y 
the Form, alfo the Earth; hath 
^lwayes many alceradons.of her 
Fotoij as wfien-itbringeth forth 
[ruits, and. when itnourifhech 
er fruits, and when it giveth 

iundry and, diyers qualities, *nd 

quant/eies of all fruits, and pi a?* 
ces, and times, for the qualities 
ieots r Teliffhes, and forms of all 4 

trees, flowers, and berries. . The 

hre-allo hath ipany. and divine 
alteraHons if Jor the, Form^ ©f 
tbe^upand theMoo% they are 
ol all fhapes y .for they are (as fc 
were ), our Jooking-glaflb for 
reprelentation. . But of thefe ' 

•things enough, > ; , , 

*■ ■ . The' 
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commentary: , , 

fhis twelfth Chapter declare thy 
that there is no Vacuity , or Empti- 
nejfe in things ; that Angels are 
conver fanty and dwell with KSywhoy 
in. regard of their too much '.‘fyb- 
tflty 'are not perceived, of m ; that 
Spirits pojfejfe the purer part of the 
Air • the alone name of a place to 
Jbe voidy that it belongs to fonts * 
whaty which being not underflood^ 
it cannot he concei ved what a place 
tSy and that is common, to all Re~ 
Ifitives . He afirmeth an intelli- 
gible Worldy with which the fe n fi\ 
hie JVorldy .and all things In tty are- 
veiled as. with a garment feeing 
who is contained . in the intelligible 
Worldy that the. Forms of all k}ndt 
whatfoevery that are of one jhape y 
are unlikey and that afcordjngfta 
the circles y moment /, and minutes, 

■ •• V * ' ' ■■ 
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of hours-, of which he maketh Pan* 
tomorpho sLord, whom before he 
affirmed to be God of the flora- 
JffPf s : but we acknowledge no fitch 
God: but leave it to the' folly and 
ignorance of the Gentiles: if an* 
appar ant ly blind, mad, 
and Jtujnfied ; but we, according 
t0 the fijjtng of SthV au\, have but 
one God, the F ather, inwho'mdr.e 
all thtngsy and we in him • and one 
Ford j^nsGhni}, by whom arc 
all thmgs.imdwety hm.Th»Spt-> 

<Ksa»d t^mi,mtii,-a e : Mkes 

q which there isfoMuch itfbdte 
mth Plato and the Platonicks, 
the immutable and unchangeable 
Form-t heplaceth in Pantomor- 
Pftos, having this name, as thoutfi 

La enmhTSn at v* 'v. 


Y w y jrom wmm jeverau 
tour sand moments, every part ibu- 
tar Form is diver jly I hoped • but 
that the refi are mutable , as the 
World, the Heaven, and the Earth, 

but 
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but there are who account Mer- 
curius his V ant amor ph os , add 
Plato/?/* Idea to be meer forged 
things and fittions. This is the 
fumme of the twelfth Chapter , 


GHAP. XIII. 

I Et us return again to, man, 
/and to reafon,by Which di- 
vine gift, man is called a reafon- 
able creature , For thole things 
areleffe t$ be wondered at, (al- 
beit they dcferve admiration) 
which axe only fpdfcen of man. 
But of all wonders; this is the 
®reaceft wonder , that man 
could find out and fnpply this 
divine nature : becaufe there- 
fore,©^ forefathers erred much* 
being incredulous about thfe 
reafon and nature of the GO^S 1 

and 
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and nof looking into divine 
worihip, and religion, they 
found out;aji art whereby they 
.might make them gods • t0 
which invention they joyned 
the work of nature, and bccaufe 
t hey could not make fou Is, they 
called out the fouls of Devils or 
Sp nits, and puc them into their 
Idols, and divine Myfteries, by 
which alone the Idols had pow- 
er tfl do either good, or hurt, 

Vm* the . firft tnventar of 
. 1 nyheky to whom, a Tempie is 
confeerated in a mountain of 
iJbya, or Africa, near unto the 
iLoare of Crocodiles , in which 
lieth his body ; the reft of him , 
pr rather the whole of him be- 
.mg hA better and Spirituall 
.part, is gone back again to Hea- 
ven , affoording all manner of 
: help and cure to difeafed and 
hekperions, now by vert ue of 

his 
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his diety,,as he was wont togiyqr, 
before by art or skill of THyRc^ 
and ptme* which Was the' 
name of my Aunceftors, dotK 
not he now in his Country re- 
teining mat firname , cure all | 
perfons that come from all parts * 
to him > Aifo Ills the wife pf. 
Oliris being well pleafed how 
much good (lie hath done > and [ 
difpleafed, how much evil do we 
know > for it is an eafy matter v 
for earthly gods to be difpleafed,' 
feeing that they are made of the ' 
fame namre that man is, where- 
rp an it happened that thefe ho- 
ly creatures were called upon , 
and their foules worshipped 
throughout every City,' by the* 
Egyptians who living torifecra- T 
ted them fo that they continued 
in their Lavves, and were called 
by their names : for this caufe , 

0 #fclepfn8/ thoie which feeni 
to fome worthy’ tobewofflilp- A 

1 ped 
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ed and honoured to others feem. inhabice the higheft heavenly / 
other wife, therefore ^Egyptian places fulfilling and pfdfei;yi^g 
Cities are W-ont to fall out?, and that order which he hath, recei- 
warr one with another* ved. Butthefeour Gods, re- 

#fcUp, And what is the! garding peculiarly certain 
quality orfubllance OJBCrffrafi# things, and foretelling fome - 
of cheie earthly Gods ? things by lot and conje&urc* 

ffirinil. ItCQnfifietb>Oj9fcl^ . foreieeing many things and a£ 

#H0, of herbs, of Sfpnes, of Spir ter a manner helping them, be- 

ces which have in them a nata- come as it were by a friendly air 
rail power of divinity, and for liance aiders unto mens af- 
this caufe they are delighted lairs, 
with often facriftces. Hymns , 
praifes, andmoft fweet mufick ; The 

refembling an Heavenly har- COMMENTARY, 
mony , that that which is Hear 

venly may by a Heavenly and This Thirteenth Chapter u fnB, 
frequent ufe be allured into of impiety like mtothe ninth >. 
the Idol , and there fiay a long wherein Mercuries i nil, have a . 
time 5 as glad and defirousof man to be mo ft divine, and moth 
humane fociety ; fo man is the to he admired ; he if certainly 
feigner of the gods, and you mottimpiom, and profane, to wit 
fhould not fuppofe theeffe&s of that he (hall be the inventer of 
there eatthly, gods to be cafuab , Idolatry, that he fhould thru# ^ t* 
O#fcllPfa0,the Heavenly Gods devilifh spirits called t*p 

inhabkc Ms > 
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I dal and adde Rites , and fa~ 
icrifitirs Concerning ■ j£fculapiu$ 
MemiriuS)I(is,0hris, which were 
worfhippdef the Egyptians', and 
of thofe' plant s and creatures which 
in Mgpyt were efieemed holy , and 
had in reverence- of herbs , and 
Stories , mufickj and hymns 5 with 
which they did appeafe & reconcile 
thofe Spirits which were put into 
their Idols and Images , which 
Jlill fome Pythoniflf are ac- 
cufiomed to do at this day (O 
naughty age') who thinly that they 
have Spirits clofed up either in 
rings or boxes : a mo ft impious 
fort of men y hate full to God and 
man * a very profefi enemie : and 
again fit his profane error ofimpi- 
etyj St, Augaftine well tnveigheth 
in his bool^ ofthe City of God.Tkis 
for the i$ % Chapter. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIV. 

A j&ctep. What part therefore 
of the world do the Fates a-, 
bide in >G 2W( ttregf fttWI ? If the 
Heavenly Gods bearc univerfal 
rule, do the earthly Gods which 
we call Fortune and Fate 
inhabite in particular pla- 
ces > 

SCdfm. O ;3fclepta$, that 

is the neceffity of ail things that 
are governed, chat they are al- 
wayes joyned and lincked to- 
gether : this is therefore the' 
efficient caufe of things, or 
the mod: high God, or next 
unto God , which fecond 
effeft is God, or the difeipline , 
of all earthly and Heavenly 
tilings , . Hablifhed by divine 
F lawes« 
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lawes. The r e therefore, Fortune 
and Neceflity, are both tyed to- 
gether by an individual! knot. 
The former of which, Fortune 
or Fate>b£gets the beginning of 
all things, bucNeceffity entor- 
cech them to their effefts,which 
depends. from thole beginnings. 
Order, followethithele , which 
is. the coptiouance/and difpofit'i- 
o’rrof rime, in ^bringing things 
to pafTeVfor nothing is with- 
agr.eement^of Order. In 
all tliefe this world is perhc , for 
the world it/elf is: carried by 
Order, dr confideth. who'ly of 
Order : wherefore thefe: 5. Fate, 
Neceffity, and Order, are brought 
to pa fie , especially by. the will 
of God, who governed! the 
world by his own Law and di- 
vine reafon. By rhefe there- 
fore both will and nill are by a 
divine' hand fully croffed; for 
they are neither moved by an- 
ger,' 
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ger, nor bowed by favour , but 
ierve the neceflity of eternal! 
reafon, which Eternity is un- 
changeable, immoveable* and 
infojuble. Fate therefore is 
thefirft; which, the feed being 
as it were caff in , receives the 
encreaie of all future things.Ne- 
ceflity follows, by which alt. : 
things are enforced violently to 
their effe£!s. The Third is - 
Order, which preferveth the 
frame of thofe things which, v^l; 
Fate and Neceflity hath difpoled 
©f. ’ This is therefore eternity, 
which neither hath beginning > 
nor ending, which by a fixed 
immutable law oi continual! 
motion is preferved,. .It rifeth. 
and falls oftentimes by courfe , 
fothat when the times vary, it 
rifeth again in thofe fame parts 
iivwhich it fell , for fo is reafon 
a voluble rotundity rhat all are 
io firmely joyned rhat you can- 
F 2 not 
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not know what is the begin- 
ning of volubility, when all 
things feem to g 0 before , and 
follow themfclves, for chance 
and fortune are mixed in all 
worldly things, 

. The * 
COMMENTARY. 

The fourteenth Chapter fpeakj 
tth of the Deftinies , -which he cal* 
leth Fate,Neceffity, and Order ; 
others , Ciotho r Lachefis, and 
Atropos, About which the Eth- 
nic kj were not wont lejfeto trifle , 
than about other gods , which they, 
feigned unto themf elves , coyning 
new and wonder-working Deities ; 
but Mercurius treats ofthefe more 
briefly and f pari ngly^ and {as it 1 
were) doubtfully , like as thefe three 
fhould be the determination , and j 
pre deft in at ion of the Divine Will ; i 
which Necejftty of things , as they ] 

be , 
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be, fellows ; which lafily f^der 

preferves , even as it is fiabhfr.ed 
by Divine and Eternall Lave : So 
that the first Fate is Divine Pre- 
defiination ■ the fecond, Lonje- 
Jence of things ■ and the third, 
Prefervation. And thefe three, or 
the Divine Lave, or thofe things 
that follow the conrfe of Divine ■ 
Law) contein the order both of fi- 
nite caufes , and thofe which are 
according to nature > but yet F ate. 
admitted in cafuall things inde- 
finite , and indeterminate caujes 
beyond nature : but of thefe let 
others judge. And this for thts fre- 
font fait. 


CHAP* XV; 

W E have Ipoken of all • 
things as we could, 

and as the divinity would differ 
■p 2 ana.; 


/ 
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and permit : It onely retnainei 
that we praife God and pray 
untohim,, andlo return to the' 
cafe of the body. For treating 
iufficiently of divine matters, 
vvehaveffiatified our minds as it 
were/wich the food of the foul.. 
But as- they parted out of the 
cloyrter, when they began to- 
pray to God, they looked back 
towards the South- for when the 
Sim* fetreth, if any man will 
pray to God, he ought to look, 
that w,iy ; as alfo when the Sun 
riSetffito lookEatt : Nowas they 
were, -laying their prayers, 
ffitltpius laid, with a low 
voice. OSEatfag let ns put theFa- 
ther in mind that he command 
that we Ihould dedicate our 
prayers unto God, vv ith an a d- 
dition o( frankincenfe, and in- 
cenfe, hearing of 

it, and being moved , faith.- 
Gi^efs better O$fclepfa0, for 
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this is like unto theft when yo\r 
pjay unto God to bum frankin* 
fence, and the likeifor nothing is 
Wanting unto him> who hirnleli- 
is allthings, for in him arc all 
thtngs ; but let us give thanks * 
and adore him, for thefcare 

tjhe cheit iacrihcesofGod>when 

thmkes are given of mortal I 
men We^ive theethankes, O 

oreat and glorious God, for by * 

thy °race only we have attained 
to the Light of thy knowledge.. 
Thou Name, holy and worthy 
to be honoured , one name by 
which God as a Father is de- 
voutly to be praifed, becaufe 
t hou vouchfaleil to give unto all 
fatherly piety religion and love, 
or whatfoever thing elfe is ot 
tnort efficacy, when thou dolt 
reward us with fenfe, reason , 
and undemanding ; with (enie 
l that we may know thee; with 
' reafon, that we may look up, un- 

f 4 ' 


4 
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totke, and fearch into thy di- 
vtne nattirejwith underftahdio°- 
that knowing thee we may re- 
joyce in thee 5 and bein° pre- 
feryed by thy MajeH-y, we may. 
delight our (elves in thee, that 
thou waft plea fed to fhew thy. 
(elf wholly unto us: letusgiv^ 
thankes that thou haft Vouch- ■ 
(afed to conlecrate us , who 
are placed in thele earthly ta- 
bernacles to be heirs of eterni- 
ty.. For this is only mans con- 
gratulation and knowledge of 
thy Majelly, We have known 
thee, thou great light, 6y reafon. 
we. have. known thee to be the 
moft wife and fenhble God, O 
true way of Lite., Ofruitfull 
encreale of all natural] things; 
we have known thee in. the full 
conception of thy whole na- 
ture , we have known thee, in 
thy eternity, for in al! this our 
prayer adoring the bounty of 

thy 
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thy goodneffe , we onlybefeech 
thee, that thou wilt be p\ealed_ 
to continue us in the love ot 
thy knowledge, and that by this 
kind of life we be never feparated 
from thee : defiring this we be- 
take us to a pure Supper with- 
out fleflh. 

The 

1 COMMENTARY- 

i 

Thus Fifteenth Chapter rellgl- 
ettfly endeth the Dialogue with 
civing of thankes. when thank*' 
\ivln<r and adoration Is ended , 
Mercnrius, Alclepitis Amnon 
and Tatius, the Four men vehicle 
filled the holy place or cloifter, ac- 
cording to the religious Rites of tne 
, Wry pt Ians, betake themf elves to 
a pure banket not confifting of fiefh: 
and thus far Hermes, of the will of 
GoH, 

FINIS. 
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Bibles near the Weft-End of 

■* AHl$ % 


ANEpltomyof all the Com- 
• Jh0n and Statute Laws of 


■England, in Fo!. 

The Faith full Councellor or 
Marrow of the Law in En- 


g l '(h, in quarto. 

, Erlpeledges of the Peo- 
ple ■vindicated, in quarto, . 

AU three by w. Shephard , , 
-tj quire y in quarto 
The Retired nan meditations, 
° r , t /. le Myftory and Power of 
godhnejfe , Jhmlng forth, in the 
Living Word to the unmask - 
• sng tnemyflery of iniquity dfc. 

in quarto.byi/./^Kniyht, 

v T?‘ m l -fwr* his Occult 
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